
    
 555 Flinders Avenue, Fort Frances, Ontario  P9A 3L2 

  807-274-2931  Toll Free 1-888-311-2931  Fax 807-274-8792 

 
 
 

Dryden Board Office 
75 Van Horne Avenue, Suite B, Dryden, Ontario, P8N 2B2  807-223-4663  Toll Free 1-877-235-4663  Fax 807-223-4014 

 
        Wednesday, March 3, 2021. 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and requirements by public health for staff to stay home when 
they are ill with any symptom that could be COVID-19 related, or when a member of their 
household has any symptom that could be COVID-19 related, we are experiencing staff 
shortages in some communities and schools. Staff shortages result in insufficient supply 
coverage for classes, and we are left with no other choice but to cancel classes until staff can 
once again be put in place. 

Starting Thursday, March 4th, we are asking parents/guardians to check their child/ren’s school’s 
Facebook pages and webpages to see if any classes have been cancelled due to staff 
shortages. If required to close a class or multiple classrooms, those closed will be Intermediate 
and Junior level (Grades 4-8). We are also asking that all students from Grades 4-8 bring their 
devices home daily. The devices will need to return with students the following day. 

During class closures, schools will do everything possible to ensure that your child receives 
synchronous learning/asynchronous work in his/her Google Classroom. Though this is our goal, 
there may be days where this does not occur. In this instance, we recommend that your child 
access Learn at Home – Ontario.ca. There are many wonderful resources to support your child 
by specific grade level and academic strand. 

We can assure you we are doing all we can to ensure we have staff to cover all classes but 
unfortunately, this is not always possible. Canceling classes is an absolute last resort for our 
schools and is not a decision that we make lightly. We greatly appreciate your understanding 
and support as we work through these challenging times.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brendan Hyatt 
Director of Education 
 
  
 


