
 

 

210 First Street North 

Kenora, ON  P9N 2K4 

 

January 31, 2020 

Dear Educator, 

 

Currently, the risk of Wuhan Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) is low in Northwestern Ontario, 

and in fact the risk to human health related to other viruses including influenza remains higher.   

 

The Northwestern Health Unit’s mandate during surges in infectious disease threats is to ensure 

local health care providers and partners implement control measures as directed by the Ministry 

of Health, and to operationalize control measures with specific populations and identified 

individuals.   

 

A “novel virus” is a completely new virus; no one has any immunity to it, because the human 

population has never been exposed to it before. That means 100% of people can get sick from 

2019-nCoV; however, it does not necessarily mean 100% of people will get sick, nor does it 

mean those who get sick will be severely ill. At this time, health officials worldwide are studying 

this new virus to understand more about its potential risk to human health. Meanwhile, efforts 

are being directed at controlling spread of the virus, since the risk is unknown. Essentially, 

strong control measures are required because true risk is not yet understood, but strong control 

measures do not necessarily imply high risk. 

 

Health care providers in Northwestern Ontario will be conducting screening to find out if patients 

with respiratory symptoms have travelled to an affected part of the world, or have been in 

contact with someone who has travelled to an affected part of the world and has been ill. The 

goal is to identify and contain any person who might make others ill, which reduces the risk to 

your workplace, staff and students. 

 

Northwestern Health Unit will be sharing information with the public and with specific 
stakeholders as the risk situation changes in Northwestern Ontario and if new actions are 
recommended. Updates will also be available on our website at: 
https://www.nwhu.on.ca/Pages/coronavirus.aspx    
 
 

Additionally, up to date risk information can be found at the following websites: 

 Ontario Ministry of Health: The 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) 

 Government of Canada: 2019 novel coronavirus: Outbreak update  

 Map of 2019-nCoV Global Cases 

 

https://www.nwhu.on.ca/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


 

 

 

 

 

It is important to remember that the risk from previously known diseases, such as influenza, 

continues to be higher than the risk of 2019-nCoV, despite the novel virus being in the news. It 

is in the news because it is new and unknown. Actions that prevent colds and influenza continue 

to be your best protection against many infectious diseases, so: continue frequent hand hygiene 

and minimize how often you touch your face; stay well hydrated, rested, and fit; stay home from 

work or school when sick; and for their protection, avoid visits to hospitalized patients, long term 

care residents, infants and the elderly when you are sick. 

 

Please contact me with any questions you may have. 

 

 

 

Donna Stanley RN CIC 

Manager, Infectious Diseases 
Northwestern Health Unit 
75D Van Horne Avenue 
Dryden, ON  P8N 2B2 
(807) 223-3301 ext.302520 
 

 

  




