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St. Michael’s School: At its regular meeting held 
May 15th, the Board recognized the outstanding efforts 

of students and staff of St. Michael’s School. The Tom 

Newell Home for Children was named after Tom New-
ell, a chaplain from Kenora who dedicated his life to 

spreading the Gospel. The Tom Newell Home for Chil-
dren in Whomgbay, Liberia is home to 47 children, 

many coming from areas threatened by ebola, war 
and aids. The only drinking water in the community is 

still water, and even that is located several kilometers 

from the community and orphanage. Guests from Ke-
nora presented pictures and videos from the orphan-

age so that our students could better understand how 
these children live. 

 

Through our Lenten project, The Change Challenge, 

led by Mme. Jean and Mme. Bourgeois, students 
learned about the importance of clean drinking water 

as well as the living conditions for the children of the 
orphanage. Students of St. Michael’s School participat-

ed in the orphanage Olympics which included activities 
that simulated building a house, retrieving water and picking vegetables from the gar-

den. Students were challenged to bring in spare change from home and place it in a 

water container. Other efforts in raising funds were a bake sale spearheaded by Mrs. 
Wood’s grade 2 students and a lemonade stand held by the students in Mme. Jean’s 

class. Through the generosity of our students and school community, a total of 
$7032.60 was raised to build a well for the Tom Newell Home for Children in Liberia so 

that they could have clean and safe drinking water. 

 

By taking time out to think of other children in need, and by helping to raise money that 
will provide clean drinking water to children in Liberia, the students of St. Michael’s 

School have provided an excellent example of Catholic values in action.   

 

St. Francis School:  St. Francis School would like to recognize Lisa Latimer for her 

dedication to our students and her commitment to the Drama Club at St. Francis School. 

 

For a number of years, Mrs. Latimer has been instrumental in presenting musicals and 

plays with our students. The countless hours of preparation and practice with her stu-

dents, her choreography, costume and prop selections have given the students of the 
drama club the opportunity to showcase their acting and musical talents.  

 

Ms. Latimer had 9 students from St. Francis perform a quick tableau for Trustees at the 
May 15th Board meeting. 

 

Recognition of Excellence 

Human Rights 
Quote: 

"Spread love every-
where you go: first of all 
in your own house.  
Give love to your       
children, to your wife or 
husband, to a next door 
neighbor...  
Let no one ever come to 
you without leaving   
better and happier.  
Be the living expression 
of God's kindness;  
kindness in your face, 
kindness in your eyes, 
kindness in your smile, 
kindness in your warm 

greeting."  
-Mother Theresa  

From left; Principal, Kelly Forbes; 

Teacher, Mme. Jean; Dominique 

Lemaire, Jacie Hamilton, Mitchell 

LeBlanc and Blase Dennis. 
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     2018 Highlights 

   
During the week of May 6-11, 2018 the students, staff and community celebrated Catholic Education Week with numerous 
school, parish and community activities at all grade levels. This year’s theme was Renewing the Promise. Catholic Education Week 
2018 combined the themes of reconciliation, solidarity, love, justice and ecology. The five sub-themes for the week were Remem-
bering the Promise, The Promise is Within You, Praying the Promise, Living the Promise and Proclaiming the Promise.  
Some of the board highlights from this special occasion in Catholic Education include: daily school assembled prayer services, 
celebrations of the Eucharist, Sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation, special themed spirit days such as Voya-
geur Day, Student Faith Day Retreats with PULSE Ministries, community outreach and much more. 
 
St. Francis School started the week off with a student Faith Retreat presented by PULSE Ministries. They held daily prayer ser-
vices celebrating each day’s sub-theme, celebrated Mass and hosted a Math Night for families. Students also participated in a 
Speech Contest and a movie fundraiser. Celebrations continued into the following week with the school production of The Little 
Mermaid, and a 24 Hour Famine for Development and Peace. The famine raised $2790.00.  

 
St. Michael’s School also started the week off with a student Faith Retreat presented by PULSE Ministries. Throughout the 
week, they held an assembly to recognize the recipients of the Character Education Virtue and Value of the month, as well as the 
children who received their First Holy Communion. The school held a Spelling Bee, a Book Fair, Volunteer Appreciation Tea, Kin-
dergarten Play Day, and prayed the Rosary with CWL members.  
 
St. Joseph’s School extended CEW celebrations throughout the month of May. They began with student performances of the 
Shakespearian Play Macbeth. The Kindergarten classes celebrated with a performing group from New Mexico. Students and staff 
served as greeters, and handed out prayer cards to parishioners at Mass on May 6th.  They also served a pancake breakfast after 
Mass working with Ecole Catholique de L’enfant Jesus. The whole school participated in the PULSE Student Faith Retreat.  Cele-
brations continued through May 18th with Science North and a DHS Pow Wow.  

 
Our Lady of the Way School participated in the PULSE Student Faith Retreat on Monday at St. Michael’s school and also visited 
the Fort Frances Museum. They hosted a Spring Tea for community members and volunteers. They celebrated with a prayer ser-
vice and Faith Play Day, and ended the week with  Voyageur Day with the Metis Nation of Ontario.  
 

Sacred Heart School Kindergarten students invited elders for an outdoor nature walk. Grade 8 students experienced a transi-
tion day at the high school. Students, staff and community participated in a French Family Zumba event. They also celebrated 
Mass and First Communion. Parent Council held a pancake breakfast and all students participated in spirit day activities.  Many 
teachers used the OCSTA CEW resources to share special lessons for each sub-themed day of CEW. Students drew chalk murals 
outside the school that represented each day of CEW. 

 
St. Patrick’s School Student council held a school wide BINGO and Faith Play Day. The Atikokan Family Health Team visited 
classrooms and gave presentations. Students, staff and parishioners celebrated Mass. Parent council offered a school wide 
healthy lunch on their PULSE Ministry retreat day. The school ended their week long celebrations with a school talent show.  
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St. Francis School:  Math has great importance in all of our lives and is a major focus in the education of all of our stu-

dents.   St. Francis School held their Math Night on May 8 from 5-7 pm and had an excellent turnout with families participating in 
various math games and activities. Both parents and students had a great time and expanded their Math knowledge in the pro-
cess. Teachers organized games such as Recycle Round Up, Space Spider, Math N’ Bowl, Hundreds Grid and Pizza Fraction Mat, all 
of which promoted community involvement and adhered to the Ontario Math Curriculum. 
Thank you to all the St. Francis staff, Parent Council Members, parents and board staff who volunteered their time to make this 
event such a great success!  This event was made possible in part by the Parent Reaching Out Grant (Ministry of Education) and 
St. Francis School Parent Council. 
Congratulations to the St. Francis Girls’ Basketball team for their showing at the annual Regional Basketball Tournament held at 
Fort Frances High School. After going undefeated in the round robin portion of the tournament, the girls ran into some stiff com-
petition, and ended up capturing the bronze medal. Their dedication, fair play and positive attitude was evident throughout the 
tournament. We are proud of you girls!  
A huge thank you to Mr. Hrychuk and Mr. Krueger for your dedication in coaching this team. 
Congratulations to the St. Francis Sentinels Grade 7-8 Boys’ Basketball team for finishing in third place (bronze medal) out of eight 
teams at the Regional Basketball Tournament held at Fort Frances High School on May 12. Finishing second in preliminary play 
with a 3-1 record, the Sentinels lost a close semi-final to the Riverview Royals before edging the Robert Moore Mustangs 23-20 in 
the bronze medal final. They represented the school very well and put forth an excellent effort. We are proud of you boys! 

A huge thank you to Mr. Payeur and Mr. Turner for your dedication in coaching this team. 

St. Francis Drama Club students presented the musical, “The Little Mermaid”, to students, staff and family on May 16th and 17th. 
The Drama Club members gave a stellar performance, infusing their own fun personalities into the 
characters they played. The students had a hand in the production of this musical right from its incep-
tion, when they voted on which musical to present, to choosing the character (or characters) they 
wished to play, right through to costume design, sound production 
and lighting. This talented group of students proved themselves to 
be responsible, collaborative contributors, modelling our Catholic 
virtues and graduate expectations throughout the process. We are 
proud of their hard work and creativity, as well as the caring and 
support they showed towards each other throughout. The musical 
was a great success because of these students and their dedica-
tion. They are wonderful role models for our school. 

A huge thank you to Mrs. Latimer and Mr. Brown for your dedica-

tion in making “The Little Mermaid” such a great success! 
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St. Michael’s School:   The month of May has been a busy one for St. Michael’s School.  We started off the month with 

Catholic Education Week where students and staff celebrated the gift of Catholic Ed-
ucation through prayer, mass, concerts, song, a volunteer recognition tea, teachings 
from the Catholic Women’s League ladies, a Kindergarten play-date, spelling bees 
and so much more. Thank you to everyone who helped make Catholic Education 
Week such a special celebration.  
On May 6th, twenty-four children received the sacrament of First Communion.  It 
was a beautiful morning filled with love and joy.  Congratulations boys and girls! We 
are so proud of you. 
We are also excited to share that we had a visit from children attending the Head 
Start program who were provided a tour of St. Michael’s School and the Kindergarten 
classrooms. Children from the Fort Frances Daycare were at St. Michael’s School last 
month for a tour as well.  It is so wonderful to see the excitement of the children 
coming through our School for their first 

tour. 
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Our Lady of the Way School:   The Northwest Health Unit is offering our Grades 

4, 5, and 6 students the You’re the Chef program. They are learning about healthy eating, 
kitchen skills, and practising recipes that support nutrition and safe food handling. 

 
The students had a great learning experience participating in Outdoor Classroom Day. Out-
door Classroom Day is a global campaign to celebrate and inspire outdoor learning and 
play. For Literacy they went outdoors and wrote an acrostic poem “OUTDOORS”. They 
made bird feeders using pine cones coated in peanut butter and sprinkled with seeds. They 

hung them in the trees on the school property. Stu-
dents also created some nature art using items like 
dandelions to make a design in a tree or on the 
ground. For the grand finale, they made kites and 
flew them. 
 
We had an awesome Voyageur Day! A huge thank 
you goes out to the ladies from the Metis Nation of 
Ontario who came to help us out. We also were sup-
ported by Michelle Tymkin, Debbie, and John George. 

The students had so much fun. There was bannock 
on a stick, canoe portage, cross the river relay, log 
carrying relay, great food, and jigging. 
 
Our Spring Tea was a great success. Thanks to all the 
wonderful people who came to help celebrate Catholic Education Week with us. The stu-
dents entertained everyone by singing a few songs, including the song that won them first 
place in the event at Quest for Knowledge. 
 
We visited Fort Frances for our first day of Catholic Education Week. St. Francis and St. 
Michael's welcomed us to participate in the Pulse Ministries Retreat. The students also en-
joyed a visit to the Fort Frances Museum. 

St. Patrick’s School:  May has been one busy month for St Patrick’s School. We wrapped up April 

decorating bags to be given out at Foodland, bringing awareness to Autism and sharing our knowledge 
with our community, and began May by kicking off our annual Heart and Stroke Fundraising campaign. 
Students out did themselves again this year, raising so much money that we still haven’t been able to 
count it all. Way to Go!  We celebrated Voyageur Day with the help of Metis Senators Brian Gouliquer and 
Senator John George, Debbie Herbert and Anne-Marie Armstrong who shared their expertise and made the 
Metis culture come alive for our students. The ANFC also provided the yummy wild rice soup and bannock! 
Catholic Education Week was another action packed week events like a school wide bingo, Faith Play Day, 
a school wide lunch, and a celebration of our talents. We were reminded of the promise that the Lord our 
God has given us, and of the many ways that our lives can let this promise shine. The Kindergarten 

through Grade 3 classes 

wrapped up the Blue Spruce Reading program with a vote and a celebra-
tion in partnership with the Atikokan Public Library. A draw was held for each classroom with gift 
baskets and Chapters gift cards for prizes. We also celebrated mothers and grandmothers with 
Mrs. Bowes and the Grade 1/2 class hosting a lovely Mother’s Day tea. Everyone enjoyed danties, 
tea (and ice tea) and some special presentations from the class. As 
we get ready for all of the hustle and bustle of the year end, spend-
ing time to refocus on the people who mean the most to us has 
made May truly 
marvelous. 
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Catholicity in the Schools 

 
 
During the month of May, we are reminded as caring family members to 
honour our mothers. In God’s plan we all have mothers who bring us to 
birth and who nurture us into fullness of being. Let us pray for all moth-
ers this month and ask God’s special blessing on our mothers. 
 
As Catholics we also dedicate the month of May to Mary, our beloved 
“mother of the Church” whom we honour and adore for her sanctifying 
grace. The great prayer to Mary in the Catholic tradition is the Hail 
Mary. The first part of the prayer evolved in medieval times when Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, appealed to Christians as the great witness to his 

life, death and resurrection. Its earliest form was the greeting of the angel Gabriel at 
Nazareth, according to St. Luke’s gospel:   
 

 
Hail Mary, 

full of grace, 
the Lord is with you. 

By those words of the angel God announced a divine favor. God would be with Mary. 
She would bring Jesus Christ into the world. 

Over time the greeting given to Mary by her cousin Elizabeth, recorded in St. Luke, was 
added: 

Blessed are you among women 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 

Finally by the 15th century, the remainder of the prayer appeared: 
Holy Mary, mother of God, 

pray for us sinners 
now and at the hour of our death. 

 
 
 

The prayer calls upon Mary, who is full of grace and close to her Son, to intercede for us sinners 
now and at the hour of our death. With the disciple to whom Jesus entrusted her on Calvary when 
he said: "Behold your mother," we share her as mother. Mary will always bring Christ into our life. 
From the beginning she knew him; she witnessed his life, death and resurrection; will she not help 
us to know him and the       mysteries of his life? We trust her to care for us as she cared for the 
newly married couple at Cana in     Galilee. We can trust her with our needs. Just as Mary con-
ceived Christ in her womb, we too are blessed to conceive Christ in the Eucharist each 
week at Mass.  
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Corporate Office Address 
555 Flinders Avenue 

Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3L2 

Phone: 807-274-2931 
Toll Free:  888-311-2931 

Fax: 807-274-8792 
E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 

Preliminary 2018/2019 Budget:  
The budget presentation highlighted the 
commitment of the Board to support the 
identified priorities of Catholic Faith For-
mation, Increasing Student Achievement, 
Student and Staff Well-Being and Steward-
ship and Use of Resources. 
 
New School Build:  
Following an independent cost estimate, re-
quired as part of the Approval to Proceed 
process for the New School Build, the project 
has exceeded benchmarks and available 

funding. In order to grant approval to pro-
ceed to construction tender, Ministry capital 
branch staff indicated they would accept a 
motion by the Trustees to offset the remain-
ing estimated funding deficit using the 
Board’s accumulated surplus. There was a 
remaining request to the Ministry of approxi-
mately $418,000. The Ministry staff indicated 
to administration that as long as the request 
to the Ministry for funding remained below 
$1 million, they expected to still be able to 
approve this amount internally through the 
capital branch even though the government 
had moved into the writ period. An electronic 
motion was sent out to Trustees on May 4, 
2018 with a request to commit funding for 
the New School build in the amount of $2, 
017, 000.00 from the Board’s accumulated 
surplus. 
Just prior to the Board meeting, SBO S. Van 
Haesendonck received an email from the 
Ministry that indicated that they had been 
given direction that no projects were to be 
given approval to proceed with any additional 
funding amount so unless a project came at 
or under the funding amount that were iden-
tified, no additional funding would be allocat-
ed from the Ministry through the writ period 
and the approval to proceed process would 
be brought to a stand-still. S. Van Haes-
endonck reached out immediately and re-
ceived a phone call from one of the senior 
managers in the capital branch, and he con-
firmed that this was different information 
than what was given to Board administration 
approximately two weeks prior. He indicated 
that it was an unexpected change in direction 
for their branch. He indicated that the most 
direct path to moving the project forward  

was for the Trustees to pass a motion to 
approve and commit the accumulated surplus 
to cover the entire current amount outstand-
ing which is about $2, 440, 000.00, and 
there would be a higher likelihood to receive 

David Sharp,  
Board Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brendan Hyatt,  
Director of 
Education 

Mission Statement. 

We’re on the web 

www.tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board 
reports please visit our 

website and look for the 
Board Meeting Reports 
under the Board tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in Catholic     
Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Next Board Meeting 
June 16, 2018 

approval from the Ministry.  He also indicated 
this was not a guaranteed approval process, 
but currently the Board is sitting at a road block 
that it cannot get beyond until a new govern-
ment is elected without offsetting the full fund-
ing deficit for the project. If the Trustees com-
mitted the remaining amount of accumulated 
surplus, administrative staff would continue to 
push the Ministry’s Capital Branch for additional 
funding to cover the identified deficits that were 
previously discussed. 
 

St. Joseph’s School Capital Project 

- Roof Replacement 
A Request for Proposal for a Roof Replacement 
at St. Joseph’s School was issued with a closing 
deadline of April 11, 2018. The cost of the roof 
replacement will be covered by School Condi-
tion Improvement funding.  Five proposals were 
received, and the proposals were evaluated to 
ensure that each proposal met the technical 
requirements of the RFP, then the financial 
component was reviewed to determine the low-
est bid submission price.  
The Northwest Catholic District School Board 
approved awarding the St. Joseph’s School Roof 
Replacement tender to Cardinal Roofing & 
Sheet Metal Inc. in the amount of $111,495.00, 
exclusive of taxes. 

 
Trustees also received the following reports, 
which are posted on the Board’s website. 

 Health & Safety Report 

 Newsletter to Parents, EQAO Province-Wide 

Testing 2018-2019 Projected  Staffing 
 Newsletter to Parents, Children’s Mental 

Health Week – R. Keast/B. Oster  
 School Council Minutes 
 St. Joseph’s School, April 9, 2018 

 St. Patrick’s School, March 6, 2018 
 

Trustees reviewed the following 
Administrative Procedure: 

 B-04, Funeral and Memorials  

 G-25, Leave for Urgent Personal Business  

 G-30, Voluntary Exit Survey  

 H-01, Child Abuse Reporting  

 H-17, Assessment, Evaluation & Reporting 

Procedures  

 H-17(A), Growing Success Assessment 

Evaluation Rpt of StudentAchievement 

 H-24, Concussions – K. Anderson 

The Board’s Administrative Procedures can be 
found on the Board’s website. 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

May Board Meeting Highlights  

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    
agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website. The 
next CPIC meeting  is scheduled 
for June 5, 2018. 


