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Public safety a top priority for health unit
Consistent with all infectious disease follow-up that Northwestern Health Unit (NWHU) does, the 
names of individuals who test positive for COVID-19 will not be released to the public. As per 
protocols, anyone who is considered to be at an increased risk due to contact with a positive 
COVID-19 case is contacted by NWHU. “If you do not hear from us, it means you are not at 
risk to acquire the virus as a contact of a positive case,” states Dr. Ian Gemmill, Acting Medical 
Officer of Health at NWHU. If you practice social distancing and good hand hygiene, you protect 
yourself from the both the known and the unknown cases, all the time.

It has been reported to NWHU that instead of being applauded for their efforts to stop the 
spread, some individuals who have been tested, diagnosed, and even those who have 
recovered are facing stigma from others in their community. “Individuals who have been 
tested and then follow self-isolation and quarantine rules based on their test results should 
be commended, they are truly heroes who are protecting their community. By being tested 
and following protocols, they have protected others,” emphasizes Dr. Gemmill. He continues, 
“Fourteen of our sixteen reported cases are now resolved. If a previously positive case is 
released from self-isolation by NWHU, the individual poses no risk of spreading COVID-19 to 
the public”.

NWHU ensures the public that their safety is top priority. “All processes being followed related 
to COVID-19 are to minimize risk to the public. We will always inform the public if there is 
widespread risk in their community,” confirms Dr. Gemmill. During these times NWHU asks the 
public to be thoughtful and considerate to those who may be struggling, either with a diagnosis, 
waiting for a test result, or those financially impacted by COVID-19. “This is a time that residents 
can show kindness to others, and have compassion for those who have been impacted,” 
encourages Dr. Gemmill.

For more information on COVID-19, please visit: www.nwhu.on.ca/covid19
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Visit Ontario’s website to learn more about how the province continues to protect Ontarians from COVID-19.

A reminder to the media that Dr. Ian Gemmill hosts online Pandemic Update Sessions every Monday and Thursday, 
12:30 - 1:00 pm CT as well as Q&A sessions for the public every Wednesday, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm CT. If you do not 
have a link to the media sessions, please email jbegg@nwhu.on.ca.
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