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Brendan Hyatt, Director of Education 

Board-Wide News for Our Partners 
in Catholic Education 

This month’s Board Reports                       
are posted on the Board’s website:  

www.tncdsb.on.ca 

 

St. Patrick’s School: 

Recognition of Excellence 

Some  of our Trustees and Board staff attended the  
OCSTA and Diocesan meeting in Thunder Bay on  
September 29th.  

 

Ojibwe Morning Prayer                                                                      
Miigwetch Nmishoomis                                                                   
Thank you Grandfather                                                 
Miigwetch Nookmis                                                              

Thank you Grandmother                                                               
Gii-bi-waase-aazheyin nongwa                                        

for the shining sun today                                                           
Miigwetch ndikid nongwa                                                    

I say thank you for today                                                              
Gii-miizhiiyaang                                                                      

mino-bi-maad-sa-win                                                              
for giving us life                                                             

Miigwetch ndikid nongwa                                                 
gii-miizhiiyaang nesewin                                                                         
I say thank you for giving                                                          

the air we breathe                                                                   
Miigwetch shkikimi-kwe ogii                           

miizhiyaang maadizowin                                                                        
I say thank you mother earth                                                    

for giving us                                                                             
ogii miizhiyaang nbiish                                                                 

for giving us water                                                                       
ogii-miizhiiyaang wesinhyaag,                                          

beneshiyaag, amoodegik,                                                 
minwa nbishing aa-yaa-gig                                                       

for giving us animals, birds and                                                
the animals that crawl and the                                              
animals that are in the water                                           

Miigwetch waabnong,                                                          
zhaawanong, epingishmak,                                                 

miinwa giiwedinong                                                        
Thank you for the four directions                                            

east, south, west and north                                                                                        
Miigwetch Gzheminidoo.                                                   

Thank you, Lord.  

Rick Geurts has been a stalwart ambassador of our school, church and com-
munity for many years.  One of the ways Rick volunteers his time is by visiting 
St. Patrick’s School every day to pray the rosary with our students during 
lunch recess.  He meets the children in the foyer and gives each of them a 
rosary to keep for the next visit.   
 
Rick is a devoted Catholic and is the first parishioner to assist with any event 
at the church.  He is up for any task; no job is too big or too small.  Further-
more, if he is unavailable to volunteer for a specific job or event, he finds peo-
ple to take his place.  His children attended St. Patrick’s School and he was 
very involved in school events and helpful with sports.  He ran a youth basket-
ball/volleyball night and was always willing to referee unless he was working 
his shift at Ontario Hydro.  Rick has recently retired from his job and contin-
ues to give back to our school, church and community.  We are truly blessed 
to have such a kind and hardworking man always willing to help. 
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Sacred Heart School:  
 
This past month has been a most excellent continuation of the fantastic learn-

ing journey that we began in September. The school (and surrounding envi-

ronment) have been filled with students actively engaged in learning about 

the world they live in, the ways in which we interact with it, and answering the 

questions they generate as they explore. Classrooms indoors and out provide 

opportunities for students to learn through authentic experiences and to con-

nect the curriculum to the real world in ways that are meaningful to them. This 

past month students worked hard to raise money for cancer research and 

participated in the Terry Fox Walk.  The new playground equipment was 

opened to the public and has been a great success. Our school’s Open 

House also took place and was a great opportunity for the school to open its 

doors to the community and provided us the opportunity to share some of the 

terrific things that are going on at Sacred Heart School. 

As well, students and staff at SHS participated in Orange Shirt Day recogniz-

ing residential school survivors. We will continue to support the Truth and Rec-

onciliation Commission’s Calls to Action so that students and staff gain a bet-

ter understanding of how residential schools have impacted Canadian society. 
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St. Joseph’s School:   

 

Students from grade 5 recently participated in Student Vote. This organization supports students in understanding 

how the voting process works and coincides with official election periods. Prior to voting, students learned about the 

responsibilities of municipal governments, the community’s needs and candidates plat-

forms. After voting , students compared their results with Dryden’s results.  

 

Floor hockey has started again! What a great opportunity for students to get some extra 

exercise and to promote team building and sportsmanship. Thanks to Mrs. Sveinson, 

Mrs. Vandendriessche, Mr. Nerino, and Mr. Lugli for getting this going for the 2018-2019 

school year. 

 

NET Ministries Canada visited St. Joseph’s School and provided our Grade 7 and 8 stu-

dents with a wonderful retreat at St. Joseph’s Church. The day was filled with fun and 

prayer that promoted our gospel values. 

 

Primary students got to explore various forms of technology one morning 

in the middle of October. Teachers involved in the learning project had 

their students lead and share what they had learned with the rest of the 

primary division. Students participated in kinesthetic coding activities, 

unplugged coding, robotics, and coding apps on an iPad. 

 



St. Francis School:   
  
Catholic Virtues & Values medallions are given out each month to a student in each grade who best demonstrated 

that value. Our assemblies are a wonderful opportunity to promote and acknowledge the monthly virtues and values 

with prayers, songs, and videos.  

St. Francis School hosted a Mayoral Candidate’s Forum on October 19th in the school gymnasium. Councilors Ken 
Perry and June Caul attended the forum. Members of the Student Council and students from Mrs. Gurski’s grade five 

class asked questions pertaining to social, recreational, safety, and fiscal issues affecting Fort Frances residents. On 

Monday, October 22nd, students in grades four through seven had a chance to participate in a “mock” election as 
part of the Ontario Student Vote process. The staff and students of St. Francis school thank Mr. Perry and Mrs. Caul 

for being such wonderful models of good citizenship and service to others.                                                                  
As part of National Citizenship Week, grade five students in Mrs. Gurski’s class participated in a Canadian Citizenship 

re-affirmation ceremony and presentation on October 9th.Guest presenters Tracey Ormerod, (from England) Sara 

ElTahhan (from Egypt), and Fifyan Canoon, (from Iraq) each shared very interesting stories about their personal 
journeys to Canada. Each expressed their appreciation 

and desire to be able to share in Canada’s core values 
which include having 

the right to vote, hav-
ing freedom of 

speech, and respect-

ing the rights of oth-
ers.  
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St. Michael’s School:   
 
What a busy October! Here are a few of things that happened at St. Michael’s over this past month: 

 

Mme. Jean and Mme. Ableman’s class have been exploring many of God’s gifts. They learned that God has given us 

all the gift of this earth and that if we take care of it, it will take care of us. They also learned that each of us has a 
gift to share. Yesterday, they all contributed a gift to a recipe. When all the gifts were shared and put together, it 

made something wonderful. SALSA!  

 

Students in Mme. Olson and Mme. Cheetham’s class have been discussing all the ways in which they are blessed. 
They made Thanksgiving pumpkins to help them remember all the things they have to be thankful for. 

 

On October 3rd, Students in Ms. Whitfield's grade 3 French Immersion class took part in a "Conversation Table" with 
Mrs. Monique Strain, a community volunteer. The monthly-themed Conversation Table was created to increase stu-

dent confidence, proficiency and achievement in French-language skills.  
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St. Patrick’s School:  
 

The message ‘Every Child Matters’ was pretty clear on Monday, when staff and students showed up wearing orange 

shirts, and orange wrist bracelets, lovingly created by the Bates’ family! With the support of the Indigenous Educa-
tion Lead, St. Patrick’s School will continue to learn about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action. 

Once again, Mrs. Bowes is organizing our annual ‘Scare Away Hunger’ campaign.  This year it will take place on 

Wednesday, October 31st at 12:30—2:30pm.  Friends and family canvassed various neighborhoods looking for do-

nations of non-perishable food items. 

September Catholic Virtue Winners were  Malarrie Gosselin, Mickey Stewart, Elizabeth Young, Nathan Bowes, Grace 

Desaulniers, Sara Stewart, Shaymus Lacell, and Branwyn Minor.  These students were chosen for  modelling re-
spect and responsibility throughout the month. 

The grade 3 artists used the new playground equipment as the subject of their visual arts.  The students were in-

structed to take a close-up photograph of an interesting feature of the playground and reproduce their photo-

graphed image through drawing and colouring.  As they created, they focused on the variety of lines and shapes in 
their photograph and scale in relation to the size of their paper.  Through this activity, the students are learning to 

focus on features and incorporate symmetrical shapes and forms, contained in the human-made environment, in 
their art work.  The finished pieces were proudly displayed for our Open House.       

 

 
 

Our Lady of the Way School:   
 
What a busy month it has been!  We have quickly been getting used to our classroom routines and easing our way 

back into our schoolwork. We are also enjoying our new flexible seating. 

 
In Literacy, we have been learning strategies to better understand what we are reading. Using the Daily 5 and 

CAFE program, we are focusing on the following areas: 

 

Comprehension - I understand what I read 

Accuracy - I can read the words 

Fluency - I can read accurately, with expression, and understand what I read 

Expand Vocabulary - I know, find, and use interesting words 

 

We are learning many strategies that fall under these categories, so that we can become better readers.  We are 
reading from many genres this year instead of always choosing the same kinds of books.  We are also focusing on 

the importance of making connections to ourselves when writing, so that our writing becomes more effec-
tive.  We started with an assignment called “Connecting to Me” and we are also helping Mrs. Wood’s class do a ver-

sion of this assignment as well.    

 

Over the next few weeks, we will be identifying our strengths and needs in reading and writing.  We will be making 
goals to focus on so that we can keep on improving. 

 
In Christian Living, we have been focusing on the themes of “Respect and Responsibility.”  We are discussing how 

since we are created and loved by God, we must respect the dignity and worth of every living 
thing.  We are learning to recognize our own gifts and the gifts of others.  
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Catholicity in the Schools—October 2018 
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Faith Formation  
PD Day for All Staff 
Monday, November 26, 2018. 

All members of our Board staff will attend this special Faith Formation PD Day                                                 

to reflect and grow in their faith journey, united in Christ and each other. The theme this is year is                                          

“Living as Joyful Disciples.”  

Special guest speakers include; Danny Brock and Alan Mallory  

Danny Brock has a master’s degree in pastoral ministry and is currently Coordinator of                                          

Religious Education at Saint Andrew’s Regional Catholic High School in Victoria, BC. He is the author 

of: Teaching Teens, Religion , Catholicity Ain’t What It Used to Be , and the editor of I Met God               

Today.  

Alan Mallory is an international speaker, author and professional development.  He studied                    

engineering at Queen’s University and has worked all over the world as a mechanical engineer and 

project manager. In the spring of 2008, Alan and his family set a world record as the first family of 

four to reach the summit of Mt. Everest. It was a two -month expedition through some of the most 

arduous conditions imaginable but to finally reach the end goal was an incredible feeling.  

  Danny Brock  Alan Mallory 

Since 1995, NET Canada has facilitated over 5000 retreats in more than 40 different diocese.  Once again, our                 

intermediate students from  SPS, SFS, OLOW, SHS and SJS were blessed with the opportunity to participate in a 

prayerful and active day of retreat at their parishes.                      

This New Evangelization Team annually brings a message of God’s unending love, 

and how He has come to fulfill their needs through the Church. Five retreats in 

five days is a tall order on our sometimes challenging Northwestern Ontario                

highways, but always with smiles on their faces and the Holy Spirit in their hearts, 

they bring the Gospel to these kids at a key time in their lives. 

A very special thank you to all of the families in Atikokan, Dryden and Fort Frances 
who billeted these young people—and all principals and vice principals who 
helped facilitate food and lodging.                                                                    

Over the course of 10 months, one traveling team on the road will:                                                                                          

Serve in roughly 17 different diocese                                                                                                                                                    

Travel over 20,000 KM                                                                                                                                                                      

Facilitate approximately 125 retreats                                                                                                                                         

Share the Gospel with over 8,700 youth 



From our family to yours; 
wishing you a very 

blessed Thanksgiving.  
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Catholicity in the Schools—October 2018 

W.F.M.P. Attendees L-R (back): Kerry Vandendriessche (SJS), Jeannie Bujold (FBO), Erika Moffitt (SMS),            

Brad Oster (FBO), Caitlin Hyatt (SMS),                                                                                                                   
(front) Manuela Michelizzi (SHS), Debbie Jean (SMS), Christie Nerino (SJS), Michael Nerino (DBO)                             

“When Faith Meets Pedagogy Conference” 
Thursday Oct. 25th—Saturday Oct.27, 2018                                                   

Delta Marriot Hotel Toronto Airport 
 

Twelve educators from our board had the                     
opportunity to take part in this year’s conference 
entitled “One Faith, One Body, One Promise”. 
Teachers, administrators, clergy and presenters 
from all over the province shared in the theme of 
Catholic unity and participated in workshops that 
refuelled pedagogical passion and refreshed the 
soul. 
 
In addition to a celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
officiated by Toronto Archbishop, His Eminence 
Thomas Cardinal Collins, we also heard him speak 
in homily to the power of the signs of God. 

Over 60 workshops were available ranging from liturgical music formation, to encountering opponents to our 
Catholic system and the tireless work of the Institute for Catholic Education and Friends and Advocates of   
Catholic Education.  
 
Keynote speakers included Dr. Sister Nuala Kenny, a medical educator and pediatrician with numerous                   
accolades, who spoke to us of the importance of our place as Catholic educators in the discussion of medically 
assisted death.  She reminds us  of the stories of the prophets, specifically Jeremiah, and how they are charged 
by God to show all people who they are supposed to be. To be strong against the “signs of the times”.                           
To announce the reign of God.  
 

N.T.I.P. teacher, Erika Moffitt from St. Michael’s School, had this to say about this year’s conference: 
“I thought the conference was great. I felt a sense of community among all the other Catholic teachers. The 
workshops I attended were very informative and helpful. I found that I learned so much that I am able to bring 
back to everyday teaching.”  
 
We will continue to have a strong presence at this conference in the future. Everything we do as Catholic                   
educators is reinforced annually here, our faith formation goes from potential to kinetic energy.                                    
The opportunities we take in sharing our experiences and new knowledge with our colleagues upon our return 
are invaluable. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Christian festival of All Saints Day comes from a conviction that 
there is a spiritual connection between those in Heaven and on Earth. In 
Catholic tradition, the holiday honors all those who have passed on to 
the Kingdom of Heaven. It is a national holiday in numerous                      
historically Catholic countries.  All Saints by Fra Angelico—1420s 



Corporate Office 
Address 

555 Flinders Avenue 

Phone: 807-274-2931 
Toll Free:  888-311-2931 

Fax: 807-274-8792 
E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 

Pastoral Teams: 
 

The first 2018/2019 Board Pastoral 
Team meeting was held on Thurs-
day, September 27, 2018. The 
current 2018/2019 School Pastoral 
Team members include:  

SMS:     Meghan Bourgeois 
SHS:     Doug Carroll and                                          
   Manuela Michelizzi  
SPS:      Diane Bowes                               
SJS:      Kerry Vandendriessche    
SFS:      Karen Papineau             
OLOW:  Colette Fafard and                        
   Suzanne Sonnasinh  
The Pastoral Teams will continue 
to serve its staff, students and              
community in a variety of Christ            
centred events and activities.  

Further Pastoral Team meetings 
are scheduled for November, Feb-
ruary, and April of this school 
year.  
 
 

David Sharp 
Board Chair 

 
Brendan Hyatt,  
Director of 
Education 

Mission Statement. 

We’re on the web 

www.tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board reports 
please visit our website and 
look for the Board Meeting 
Reports under the Board 

tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in Catholic       
Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Summer Learning Program: 
 

The Summer Learning Program       
supports program and instruction 
over a three week period for stu-
dents from grade 1 to 6. The Sum-
mer Learning Program was held at  
St. Michael’s School. The program 
focused on learning opportunities 
in literacy and numeracy. St. 
Michael’s School program also in-
corporated a physical element to 
their programs. The program ini-
tially began in our Board in 2010 
with literacy. It was   introduced 
due to interest in determining the 
impact of summer learning loss on 
student achievement and to sup-
port closing learning achievement 
gaps for students determined to be 
at risk.  
 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

October Board Meeting Highlights  

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    

agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website. The 
first CPIC Meeting for the 2018-
2019 School Year will held on  
November  6, 2018, at 4:00 
p.m. 

Special Education  
Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) 
 is currently looking for 
new members to sit on its          
committee. The term of 
office will commence up-
on appointment and end 
on November 30, 2018.     
Nomination forms and    
further information are   
available by calling: 

Joelle Blanc-Paull,  
Executive Assistant, 
807-274-2931, or toll 

free  
1-888-311-2931, ext. 

1222 

The November 20th 

Board meeting  

commences at 6:00 p.m. 


