
 

The Northwest Catholic DSB School Re-opening 

Frequently Asked questions 

Context 

The re-opening entry plan for schools in September will be required to follow direction from the 

Minister of Education and to meet all requirements set out by the Ontario Chief Officer of Medical 

Health. 

We will need to ensure the health and wellbeing of all. 

Current 

We are currently proceeding with a full opening of the school under a conventional model with 
enhanced protocols for cleaning. 
  
With School Re-opening there are many questions that staff, students and families have as we prepare 
to welcome our students and staff back in September. It is important to note that when it comes to 
health concerns related to COVID our board takes direction from the Chief Medical Officer of Health, 
The  Provincial working Table and our local Northwestern Health Unit. Information provided in response 
to questions is the most up to date information that we have at the current moment in time. As with all 
information, there is always potential that the direction from our Health Unit and the Province may 
change as more is learned about the COVID virus.  
 
We hope that this information will help guide school administrators, school staff, families and students 
as we reopen our schools while ensuring that safety and wellbeing of all.  
 
What health and safety measures will be in place? 
With guidance from the Northwestern Health Unit, we are reviewing and modifying practices to 
enhance student and staff safety.  This involves three main areas of focus: 

 Student and staff screening – these processes will emphasize the need for students and staff to 
remain home if they feel unwell, have symptoms of COVID-19 or if someone that they have 
come in close contact with is ill with suspected or positive COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 



 Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette – these processes will be emphasized through signage 
and direct, age-appropriate teaching, effective hand washing/sanitizing, sneezing and coughing 
techniques. 

 Physical  
 

How does classroom furniture need to be configured?  Each classroom will have one desk/table per 

student where possible. The desks/tables would be spaced to support guidelines on social distancing.  

This would be required for a model where all students are back in school as well as for a model that is 

based on cohorting.   

What will happen to students who develop symptoms during the school day and are awaiting pick up? 

Principals are required to identify an area in their school suitable for isolation of sick students. 

Symptomatic students will be required to wear a mask for as long as they are symptomatic, even if in an 

isolated area waiting for parent/guardian pickup.  

What will be the protocol for staff and students that have been exposed to COVID-19?  
Please see the Northwestern Health Unit guidelines for more information 
https://www.tncdsb.on.ca/Documents/NWHU%20COVID-19%20QA%20for%20Schools.pdf 
 
Will we be able to access school libraries, gymnasiums, multi-use spaces? Yes these sites are accessible 

as long as guidelines on social distancing and cleaning are followed prior to entry and upon exit from 

these spaces. Principals will need to be mindful of this as they timetable use of these spaces. The NWHU 

requires that there be a minimum of two cleanings per day for high touch surfaces.  

Will students be able to use communal items in the classroom? There will be no communal items. 

Books, Chromebook will not be shared. Students will all have their own personal resources to use while 

at school. They should be kept at their personal desk in an appropriate container. They should go home 

with the students at the end of each day. This is especially important when we are using the cohort 

model. 

How will students and staff access resources such as books from the school library? Students and staff 

will be able to access school library resources. Upon return to the school library they will be dropped 

into a return bin/box. From there, they are to be left untouched for 72 hours. After the 72 hour waiting 

period the books will be retrieved and restocked on the shelves. 

How will physical distancing be maintained in common spaces such as school entry ways? There will 

be a limit of one cohort at a time in any common area. Staggered entry and departure routines will need 

to be in place. 

What will recess look like?  Recess breaks will need to be staggered throughout the day and taken by 

cohorts. A model may include one Primary, one junior and one intermediate cohort out at a time. School 

Admin will need to determine the logistics for their individual schools. 

https://www.tncdsb.on.ca/Documents/NWHU%20COVID-19%20QA%20for%20Schools.pdf


Will playground equipment be accessible to students? At this point we are unable to provide a 

definitive answer regarding use of playground equipment. We need to confirm how they can be safely 

opened to mitigate risk as well as what cleaning protocols would look like should we reopen them.  

How will supervision of students be managed? (lunchtime, outdoor recess) Principals will determine 

the supervision of each class. It is important to note that we will require students to remain in their class 

cohorts during lunch eating times. Supervision plans will need to take this into consideration. 

What will be the impact on the use of our school gym? This shared space would remain open to 

students as long as social distancing guidelines can be followed. Shared items would need to be 

sanitized before being used again. Principals and staff should plan the physical education activities and 

materials use on a cycle so that only one cohort uses specific equipment in a given learning timeframe. 

Will hot lunch programs and milk programs be allowed? At this time all hot lunch programs will be 

suspended. As milk is a single touch item it will still be allowed. 

Will students be using the boot and coat racks in the hallways? No, all students will be required to have 

their belonging at their desk areas to minimize contact with others and to ensure social distancing. 

Will staff and students be able to access the water fountains? Due to the high touch nature and 

potential for human fluid transfer at water fountains it is our suggestion that all water fountains be 

closed. Students may use refillable water bottles that may be filled either at a refillable water station or 

by utilizing the school classroom sinks. Teachers and Principals will need to determine a schedule for this 

and ensure the high touch surfaces are disinfected after use by a cohort. 

Will hand sanitizer stations be available? Yes, The Superintendent of Business, Manager of facilities and 

school admin are currently working on determining the location of all hand sanitizers in the school as 

well as numbers that need to be ordered for each site. Parents/guardians may send their children with 

personal size sanitizers if they so choose. Schools will not provide individual hand sanitizers. 

Will signs be placed in the school to support movement and social distancing? Yes each schools 

individual need will be determined and signage will be placed where required.  

Will we be able to provide breakfast program and school fruit and vegetable programs for our 

students? Yes we will be able to provide these programs. They must ensure that the food are single 

touch items and if fruit and vegetables are provided they need to be partitioned out into single serve for 

all. 

Will staff be provided with face shields?  The board will purchase face shields for all staff. They are PPE 

that is to be used when they are unable to social distance. An example would be when an EA is working 

one on one with their student.  

Is PPE Mandatory? PPE use (masks) is mandatory for all staff as well as for students in Grade 4 to Grade 

8.   Masks are encouraged for Kindergarten to Grade 3 students but are not required. 



Will your schools be requiring a medical note from students in grades 4-12 that don’t wear a mask? At 

this time it would require principal approval. Some reasons may be medical but others could be 

developmental, sensory etc. Many reasons will already be known to the school administrator.   

 Will there be physical distancing required on school buses? 
 To support a return to school 5 days a week, school buses may be operated close to regular 
capacity.  School buses will have assigned seats.  Seat assignments will sit children with siblings and/or 
classmates and other children attending the same school as much as possible.  Masks will be mandatory 
for grades 4-12 and recommended for students in kindergarten – grade 3.  Active forms of travel (for 
example, walking and cycling) and private transportation by parents and caregivers, are encouraged 
where possible, to ease pressure on transportation demand. 
 

 


