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Thursday, January 13, 2022.  

 
 
 

Dear Parents/Caregivers,  

As recently announced by the Ministry of Education, students will resume learning in person 
on Monday, January 17th, 2022. The Ministry of Education is supporting school boards with 
enhanced measures to support the transmission of Covid-19 (Omicron variant) in schools. 
These measures include enhanced cohorting, masking and ventilation enhancements. The 
government has continued to monitor the COVID-19 situation in the province, including 
ongoing risks related to variants of concern (VOCs). The Ontario government is committed to 
keeping schools and childcare settings open for in-person attendance. 

As a reminder, families are responsible for screening their child/ren prior to entering their 
school. Schools will be using a variety of methods and formats to confirm daily screening of 
your child, based on the needs and abilities of the children and their families. 

With the reopening of in person learning on Monday, January 17th and the changes to COVID 
screening, testing, and isolation rules, TNCDSB will potentially be experiencing extreme 
staff shortages in some communities and schools. Extreme staff shortages can result in 
insufficient classroom and student support and can potentially put student and staff well-being 
at risk.  

Our system will take every measure possible to cover staffing shortages in a safe and 
responsible manner, but there may be times that we have no other option but to cancel 
classes until staff can be reinstated. We understand the stress that families are under 
currently and will do everything we can to avoid class closures, but we must be prepared if 
class closures are unavoidable. 

Starting Monday, January 17th, we are asking parents/caregivers to check their school’s 
Facebook pages to see if any classes have been cancelled due to staff shortages. We will also 
be sending out emails/phone calls through the automated school messaging system, to any 
affected classrooms/families. We will do everything we can to give you as much advanced 
notice as possible. We are asking that all students from Grades 4-8 bring their devices home 
daily. The devices will need to be returned with students the following day.  

During class closures, schools will do everything possible to ensure that your child receives 
synchronous learning/asynchronous work in their Google Classroom. Though this is our goal, 
there may be days where this does not occur. In this instance, we recommend that your child 
access TVO Learn (tvolearn.com) There are many wonderful resources to support your child by 
specific grade level and academic strand.  

Canceling classes is an absolute last resort for our schools and it is not a decision that we make 
lightly. We appreciate your understanding and support as we work through these challenges 
together.  
 
Sincerely,  

 

 
Jackie Robinson  
Director of Education 
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