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St. Michael’s School:  
 
The Board recognized Derek Jones, Caitlin Hyatt, Paige Anderson 
and Arianna Hyatt for the dedication and initiative they took to 
deliver the Summer Learning Program at St. Michael’s School. 

 
Eighteen students, Kindergarten through Grade 3 attended the 
Summer Learning Program.  Mr. Jones and Miss Hyatt planned 
and delivered a variety of fun, hands-on learning activities for 
the children, while Arianna and Paige, (students from St. Francis 
School) volunteered their time to assist students showing them 
kindness and demonstrating strong Catholic leadership. 
 
Some of the highlights of the Summer Learning Program included 
learning about Mental Health, Music, Science, 21st century learning, local History as well as 
healthy eating and fitness. 
 
Mr. Jones and Miss Hyatt planned and supported student learning by providing rich, fun and au-
thentic learning opportunities for their students while student volunteers, Paige and Arianna, guid-
ed and assisted students where needed.  Students had the opportunity to learn about mental 
health through yoga and a variety of classroom discussions. Music, Science and 21st Century 
Learning were also explored through a variety of activities such as drumming and using technolo-
gy to make musical bananas and licorice keyboards. Students also explored Science and Technol-
ogy, and Literacy when visiting the Fort Frances Public Library and Technology Centre where they 
were given a lesson on 3D printing. Local history, with a focus on First Nations and Métis, was 
highlighted through trips to the Fort Frances Museum and the Rainy River First Nations Kay-Nah-
Chi-Wah-Nung Historical Centre. 
 

Through thoughtful planning and guidance, Derek Jones and Caitlin Hyatt, teachers of St. 
Michael’s School and Paige Anderson and Arianna Hyatt, students of St. Francis School, have pro-
vided an excellent example of Catholic values in action.  

Recognition of Excellence 

St. Francis School:  
 
The Board  also recognized Mrs. Karen Papineau and our NL 

students.  Mrs. Papineau has been with our board as a class-
room teacher both at St. Michael’s and St. Francis Schools 
and last year was appointed the position of NL teacher at St. 
Francis School.   

 
Over the past several years, St. Francis School students have 
been very successful at the annual Quest for Knowledge 
competition, placing first in both the 2016-2017 and 2017-
2018 school years. Quest for Knowledge -- or in Ojibwe 
“Gagwe-gikendamaawiziwin” -- means “trying to seek 
knowledge.”  This event engages students in a variety of lan-
guage-based activities utilizing their problem-solving skills and applying the knowledge they have 
gained in the classroom in new and creative ways.  The activities in the competition highlights the 
team’s creative side, while presenting their knowledge-based skills.  

Catholic Education Prayer 
 

“Journeying Together  
in Faith”  

«Cheminer ensemble  
dans la foi» 

 

God of all beginnings                    
and endings, 

We give thanks to you today for 
the school year ahead, with all 
its promise and possibilities. 
Walk with us as we journey  

together this year. Remind us of 
the many ways in which we can 

support each other along the 
way. Help us to choose words 
and actions that are kind and 
welcoming. Inspire us to see 
with your loving eyes and to 

listen with your open ears. Fill 
our hearts with the joy of your 
presence and guide us to share 

our joy with one another.    
Deepen our faith to sustain us 

throughout the journey. 
We ask this through                   

Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 

Arianna Hyatt, Paige Anderson 

and Caitlin Hyatt 

Karen Papineau, Emma Bruyere, 

Kaydence Morrisseau and Keagan Mor-

rison 



LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 
 

Sacred Heart School:   

September start-up at Sacred Heart School has been an exciting time for 
students and staff.  Everyone is settling back in to school routines and 
evidence of learning can be found throughout the entire school.  The 
primary hall is busy with the sounds of students engaged in inquiry 
based learning and the exploration of the world around them.  Our 
growing number of French Immersion classes are off to “une Septembre 
magnifique!” full of language and discovery.  Kindergarten is actively us- ing 
play to teach students social skills and curriculum objectives.  Junior 
classes are full of learners keenly delving in to the arts, math, read-
ing and the sciences, while the intermediates continue to use the 
IPads to connect digitally with each other and the outside world.  
Staff and Administration at SHS are thrilled with the efforts of the 
students and the continuing sense of community being nurtured 
here at the school.  We are a family of learners here to support each 
other and continue to work towards excellence in Catholic education.  
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St. Joseph’s School:  
SJS school is off to a great start.  We would like to welcome Kara Bange (EA); Laura Roberts (new Grade 

2f teacher); Terri Koblum (new Grade 3/4e teacher); Beth Rose (new LTO – grade 8 teacher). We are 
super excited to add all of them to our teaching staff. We were extremely fortunate in having Father Al 
lead us in prayer on the first day of school. Continuing our parish, school, and home connections is 

important for our students to continue along their faith journey. As well, we had our ‘Twas the Night  
Before Kindergarten BBQ’ that was very well received. Thanks to trustee Kathy Bryk for working the grill. 
The staff and students are excited about the new 

“artificial turf “ at the back of school and 
new asphalt that was replaced over the 
 summer months. All staff and students are 

looking forward to another wonderful 
school year.  
 

 
 

  



St. Francis School:  It is my pleasure to welcome all students and their families to St. Francis School for 
the 2018-19 school year!  A special welcome to all of our new students and staff members.  New to our 
staff are Mr. Greg Turner, Ms. Morgan Krueger, Mme. Quesnel and Mr. Derek Jones.  I know that everyone 
is looking forward to another great year. 
 
Please know that parents are always welcome at St. Francis School, We look forward to seeing each of you 
during our special events which will be posted on our Facebook site, as well as through student agendas.  
As well, we hope to meet all families at our Open House on Thursday, September 13th from 6 - 7 PM. 
 
School Council By-Laws require annual elections for all positions.  Please consider coming forward to serve 
as a representative or nominating someone for these important positions by Thursday, September 
27th. Please feel free to call or drop by the school if interested. 
Our First School Council Meeting will be held in October.  Details to follow. 
 
As per The Northwest Catholic District School Board Policy, our school Code of Conduct is sent home 
each year.  This policy was included in your Family Information Package sent home the first week of 
school. 
 
Please ensure that you read this important document.  We would appreciate it if parents and their chil-
dren pay particular attention to our dress code and use of electronics policies. 

 
I wish each of our students and their families all of the best for a great school year! 
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St. Michael’s School: I hope that you have all enjoyed a relaxing and enjoyable summer.  I would like to 

offer a special welcome to our new Kindergarten students and any new families who have recently joined 

us.  

As you know, we have a wonderful staff here at St. Michael’s School.  The staff are kind, caring and wel-

come collaboration with parents and community members. We believe that a strong partnership between 

the school, church, and home is crucial to student success.  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mme. Whitfield, Mr. Brady, Miss. Hyatt, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. Ka-

vanaugh, Mrs. Romaniuk and Miss. Klem. 

Throughout their journey at both St. Michael’s and St. Francis Schools, our students are provided with 

many opportunities to learn about hope, respect, love, perseverance, and social justice.  We teach our 

students about our Catholic values and how they can apply these values to their everyday life and make a 

difference in the world. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish Mr. Jones and Mme. Quesnel  well as they leave St. Michael’s 

School and join the staff of St. Francis School.  We also congratulate Mrs. Kaemingh on the birth of her 

beautiful baby boy and look forward to her return next year.   

I look forward to meeting and visiting with you at our upcoming Open House on Wednesday, Sept. 19.  

More details will follow soon. 



LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 

St. Patrick’s School: We would like to welcome back all students and staff after the summer break. 
We are very excited to welcome Mr. Bachmeier who will be supporting French in an LTO position. Over 
the summer our playgrounds were completed in both the Grade 5-8 and 1-4 areas. The new structures 

are being enjoyed by students. 
September is always one of the most exciting times of the year with so much going on; kindergarten 
year 1 students arriving for the very first time, bright and shiny new school supplies ready for use, 
months of catching up with friends we haven’t seen over the summer, schedules to make, lessons to 
plan, the energy is contagious. 
 
So far, we have been learning together, praying together and looking forward to another awesome 
school year together. 

Our Lady of the Way School:   
 
Welcome back to OLOW after a wonderful Summer Break! We 
would like to welcome Ms. Sonnasinh to our teaching staff. A num-
ber of projects happened over the summer that improved the 
school. A new gym floor was installed that will enhance the stu-
dents physical education experience. The floor in the kitchen was 
also replaced. The playground is in the midst of having a fence put 
up to ensure that all students are kept safe. 
Open House will be held on Thursday, September 27th and school 
pictures will be held on October 3rd. More details will follow. 

 
The annual Terry Fox Run will also be held September 27th. This is 
an annual event that our students and staff support to ensure that 
Terry Fox’s legacy is never forgotten. 
 
The staff at OLOW wish all families a wonderful school year! 
 
God Bless 
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LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 

Catholicity in the Schools 
“Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,  

you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy.” (1 Peter 1:8)  

 

«Lui, vous l’aimez sans l’avoir vu; en lui, sans le voir encore, vous mettez votre foi,  

vous exultez d’une joie inexprimable et remplie de gloire.» (1 Pierre 1, 8)  

 

It is a pleasure to announce the theme for Catholic Education Week 2019:  

Catholic Education: Living as Joyful Disciples  

L’éducation catholique: Vivre en disciples joyeux  
Catholic Education Week is held each year in May in our 29 Ontario Catholic school boards.                                      

CEW 2019 is scheduled to take place during the week of May 5 – May 10, 2019.  

 

The sub-themes for CEW 2019 are:  

 

Monday: Rooted in Prayer  

Encracinés dans la prière  
 

Tuesday: Living in Community  

Vivre au coeur de la communauté  

 

Wednesday: Doing Justice and Creating Hope  

Semer la justice et inspirer l’espérance  

 

Thursday: Journeying Together in Faith  

Cheminer ensemble dans la foi  

 

Friday: Sharing the Good News  

Partager la bonne nouvelle  
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Celebration of Excellence 
SERVICE RECOGNITION AWARDS  

5Years 
Pictured above are Technical Support Ryan 
Croom, Trustee Teresa Larson and Educa-

tional Assistant Devin Stansfield. Unable to 
attend  the celebration were  Tracy Gus-

tafson and Alysia Jones. 

15 Years 
Pictured above are Educational Assistant 
Deanna McInnis-Goranson, Trustee Jim 

Kulchyski and Teacher Lisa Latimer.   Unable 
to attend the celebration were Tammy Ba-
zinet, Kim Downton and Laura Kurytnik. 

10Years 
Pictured to the above are Secretary Tammy De-

saulniers, Teacher Christie Nerino and Trustee Cathy 
Piotrowskii. 

 

20 Years 
Pictured to the left are Teacher Debbie Jean and Trus-
tee Anne-Marie Fitzgerald.  Missing  is  our President 

of local OECTA unit Dan Maltais. 



Distinguished Catholic Leader Awards 

Distinguished Catholic Leader O.E.C.T.A. 
Above are Teacher  

Nicole Wood and Trustee Jim Kulchyski. 

C.U.P.E. Award of Excellence 
Pictured above are Secretary/Librarian Nicole 
Robinson and Trustee Anne-Marie Fitzgerald.   

Distinguished 
Catholic  Principal  

Pictured above are Vice-Principal Kim Savoie and 
Trustee Jim Kulchyski.  

Board/
Program  

 
At right 

 Vice Chair of the 
Board  Kathy 

Bryck and 
 Chair David 

Sharp 

Pictured above  are Custodian from St. Patrick’s 

School Margaret Wicheruk, retiring after 17 years 

and Trustee Teresa Larson. 

Distinguished Leader Board/Program 
First Nations 

Pictured above are Educational Assistant Char-
maine Hunter and Trustee Teresa Larson. 



 

  

David Sharp 

 Board Chair 
 

 

Brendan Hyatt 

Director of  

Education 

Corporate Office Address 

555 Flinders Avenue 
Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3L2 

Phone: 807-274-2931 
Toll Free:  888-311-2931 

Fax: 807-274-8792 
E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 

 
Summer 2018 Facilities Projects Update: 
 
At Sacred Heart School and St. Patrick’s 
School, playground improvements were com-
pleted to provide accessible and innovative 
playground space for active outdoor play. 
At Sacred Heart School, a new PA system was 
installed, a double portable was purchased to 
provide additional classroom space, a new 
sidewalk was installed for the Kiss and Ride, 
and an extension to the parking lot was paved. 
At St. Joseph’s School, a gym roof replacement 

was completed, a new PA system was in-
stalled, a renovation to the girls’ change room 
space was started to create a calming space 
with direct access to the hallway and special 
education resource room, and a drainage pro-
ject was completed in the school yard. 
At Our Lady of the Way School, a roof replace-
ment was completed, new gym and kitchen 
flooring was installed, two classrooms had 
flooring replaced, and fencing for a portion of 
the playground was planned. 
 A number of minor repairs and upgrades were 
completed at each school as well, including 
fencing, tile/drywall/painting repairs at Sacred 
Heart School, painting doors at Our Lady of the 
Way School, installing decorative planters by 
the portable at St. Joseph’s School to complete 
the drainage project, installing air conditioning 
units in the portables at St. Michael’s School, 
and installing artificial grass in the back kinder-
garten playground at St. Joseph’s School. 
The custodial staff at all schools worked dili-
gently to complete the regular project cleaning 
assigned each summer, coordinate with con-
tractors when necessary, and to complete ex-
tra projects in order to prepare the schools for 
the start of the 2018-2019 school year. In four 
of the schools the custodians were also re-
quired to continue with daily cleaning as litera-
cy programs and the municipal daycares used 
space throughout the summer. There was also 
a quick turnaround in several of the classrooms 
where the daycare was making use of addition-
al space, which had to be cleaned in a short 
time before the space could be made available 
to the teachers to prepare for the new school 
year. The custodians’ hard work and attention 
to detail is appreciated by the Facilities Depart-
ment. 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement. 

We’re on the web 

www.tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board 
reports please visit our 

website and look for the 
Board Meeting Reports 
under the Board tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in Catholic     
Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Next Board Meeting 
October 16, 2018 

 
 

Catholic School Consolidation Update: 

 
Following approval from the Ministry to pro-
ceed to tender, received on June 15, 2018, the 
Board released construction tender documents 
on June 20, 2018, with the tender closing on 
July 24, 2018. Trustees subsequently awarded 
the construction tender to Finn Way General 
Contractor Inc for the total value of 
$13,536,000 on July 31, 2018. 
A contractor start up meeting was held by tele-
conference on August 13, 2018, with all stake-

holders participating (design team, project 
manager, Board administration, Rainy River 
District Social Services Administration Board 
(RRDSSAB) staff, and Finn Way representa-
tion). At that meeting, Finn Way identified that 
the construction team would begin mobilizing 
on site August 20, 2018. 
On August 22, 2018, a groundbreaking cere-
mony was held at the site of the new build, 
with various stakeholders attending. Ian Hill 
represented Critchley Hill Architecture; Wendy 
McLean attended on behalf of Colliers Project 
Leaders; Town of Fort Frances was represent-
ed by Lisa Slomke, Clerk, and Tyson Dennis, 
Chief Building Official and Municipal Planner; 
RRDSSAB was represented by Tanis Fretter, 
Integrated Services Manager (Children’s Ser-
vices Lead), and Shelly Shute, Director of Inte-
grated Services; Dan Maltais attended as Presi-
dent of OECTA Northwest Local; Anne-Marie 
Fitzgerald, Trustee; Brendan Hyatt, Director of 
Education; Toby Munro, Manager of Facilities; 
Joelle Blanc-Paull, Executive Assistant; and, 
Seija Van Haesendonck, Superintendent of 
Business all attended on behalf of the Board; 
and, Finn Way General Contractor was repre-
sented by David Karimi, Frank Bisignano, and 
Ben Carlson. B. Hyatt shared a few words on 
behalf of the Board during the ceremony. 

 

 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

September Board Meeting Highlights  

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    
agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website. The 
first CPIC Meeting for the 2018-
2019 School Year will held in  

November. 

Special Education  
Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) 
 is currently looking for new 
members to sit on its  commit-
tee. The term of office will com-
mence upon appointment and 
end on November 30, 2019.     
Nomination forms and    further 
information are   available by 
calling: 

Joelle Blanc-Paull,  
Executive Assistant, 

807-274-2931, or toll free  
1-888-311-2931, ext. 1222 

email jpaull@tncdsb.on.ca 


