
Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Catholic Education Week Theme for this year is “Catholic Education: Nurturing Hope.”               

As we transition from ordinary time into the Advent season I reflect on what it means to hope             

in the Lord. Advent is a time when we wait in eager anticipation for the Lord’s return through 

the birth of the baby Jesus. 

Isaiah 40:31 states; “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.” I know that we all 

grow weary of our current reality and many may have a sense of dread of the winter yet to           

arrive. It is fitting that Christ’s arrival would come out of the dark as it is a symbol for us of             

rebirth and brings us strength and a renewed hope that comes with our Lord’s holy birth. These 

are certainly difficult moments that we are experiencing and it may be hard to have hope. I tell you that as long as Jesus 

is with us there is always hope. 

The Gospel of Luke states; “And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in 

the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  

The angels brought news of great joy that night and they continue to this day to share the news that our saviour is 

born.  

There is no doubt that Christ’s arrival on Christmas is a joyous event and brings a new hope to the world. We need to 

look to our children to realize that this season is a time for all of us to renew ourselves.  We can help to nurture hope 

for our children at this time of year. Christ brings joy and hope to us and this most often is reflected in our children’s 

exuberance and joyful excitement. They wait joyfully for that special day when we say Merry Christmas as we celebrate 

the Mass of Christ’s birth. A gathering of family and friends is truly a time to rejoice.  We may not be able to gather as a 

community of believers but our ability to be with our closest family at this time is important.  

This Advent season will be different is so many ways for us and our children. There will still be time for gift giving and 

sharing a Christmas meal. We may not get to celebrate in person with our friends and family but we can certainly reach 

out in various ways to share our enthusiasm and excitement during the Advent season and on Christmas itself. You will 

still see the wonder in children and experience all the amazing celebrations during this most holy season. For all of us it 

is still about waiting in joyful expectation to celebrate the birth of our Lord.  

I encourage all of you to celebrate by lighting the Advent candles and remember that they symbolize for us hope, love, 

joy and peace. May these virtues find all of you this season and provide some much needed rest from the challenges of 

2020 and be a light for you in 2021.  

Yours in Christ, 

Brendan Hyatt 


