St. Patrick’s School Newsletter
Principal: Mrs. Jessica Veenbaas
160 Hemlock Ave. Atikokan, ON

P0T 1C0

Phone: 807-597—2633 Fax: 807-597-1225

Reminder
Parents/Guardians are reminded to please use the COVID-19
assessment tool every morning prior to sending your child to
school. If they exhibit symptoms, they are not to come to school.
This is an expectation of the Ministry of Education and the
Northwestern Health Unit.
Help Us Keep Everyone Safe.

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
Daily Schedule
8:55 Entry Bell
IMPORTANT Safe Welcome Information
The safety of all of our students is of the highest priority
to each of us at St. Patrick’s School, and all staff work
diligently to ensure that our safe welcome is followed by
all parents and visitors.
In order to ensure that all students are fully supervised by our staff, we request that in the mornings,
all students are to be dropped off and remain in the
school yard until the bell rings.

10:35 - 10:50 AM Recess
11:50 - 12:10 Lunch Break
12:10 - 12:30 Lunch Recess
1:50 - 2:05 PM Recess
3:05 Dismissal

Playground Supervision begins at 8:30 am. Please
do not send your child before this time.
Parents are also reminded that instructional time at St.
Patrick’s School does not end until 3:05 pm and that dismissal takes place after that time. Please do not leave
with your child until after they are dismissed. ALL instructional time and classroom routines are critical to a child’s
learning, each and every day.

Breakfast Program will be
offered daily.
Having a healthy start aids
in every child’s learning!

Head Lice Prevention
Head lice are parasites that are found on
human heads and can be spread by personal
contact or the sharing of combs, brushes,
caps, and other clothing. Please remind your
child to not share these items and please
check your child’s head regularly.

MEDICATION
The school cannot administer ANY
medication to a student without a
signed release form from the parents/
guardians AND a doctor’s signature for
prescriptions. NEW FORMS MUST BE FILLED OUT EACH
YEAR. Please check to see if the medication must be given during school hours. In many cases there are alternatives to having school staff do the administering. Any
costs related to having a medical official sign the forms
will be borne by the parents/guardians. If your child
needs to be given medication, prescribed or otherwise,
please contact the school. DO NOT SEND THE MEDICATION WITH YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL until required
forms have been completed. Medication must be in its
ORIGINAL container from the pharmacy. A copy of this
policy is available at the school.
According to our Board policy H-16, all students who have
an anaphylactic allergy must wear an epi-pen at all times.
As well, we require a second epi-pen to be stored in the
office.

LEAVING MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS
Learning time is valuable! Please be reminded that any interruption to the classroom
affects everyone. When you call to leave a message for your child, it will be delivered to
them during a break in their instructional time.
Please ensure you send notes with your child in the morning to advise his/her classroom
teacher of any changes to normal routines (bussing and pickup information). Of course the exception
to this rule would be in an emergency situation.
Lunches or other forgotten items may be dropped off at the office and will be delivered to your child
during break times. If your child is being picked up or needs to be seen for any other reason, please
wait in the office and your child will be brought down to see you.
Thank you for your cooperation in limiting the number of interruptions to you child’s learning.
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Orange Shirt Day (September
30) is a day when we honour
the Indigenous children who
were sent away to residential
schools in Canada and learn
more about the history of
those schools.

Back to School Tips for Parents and Students
We are SO excited to see all of your smiling faces in the weeks to come! Here
are a few tips for you as you begin getting ready for back to school!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Screen your child every morning before sending them to school. If a child arrives at school and is symptomatic,
parents/guardians will be notified to pick up their son/daughter.
Send your child with 2 masks daily; make sure masks are cleaned for the next school day.
Paper/ziploc bags are a great idea to store masks in (craft or lunch size bags).
It is recommended that children bring a reusable water bottle to school each day.
a.
Fill them up each morning at home. This will limit line ups at school.
We recommend that the following topics be ongoing discussions in your home:
a.
Please talk to your children often about the importance of not sharing items (i.e. pencil crayons, books) with
their classmates;
b.
Continue to discuss social distancing with your children;
c.
Continue to discuss the importance of hand washing with your children;
d.
Respecting other students’ “bubbles”;
e.
Bully prevention, kindness, how to be patient, mindfulness practices (count to ten, deep breathing).
Children will not be provided with utensils at school. They must bring their own from home.
Remind your children there will be limited movement around the classroom.
Children will not be permitted to bring sports equipment or toys to school. Learning materials only.
Leaving for Lunch: When leaving for lunch a form must be filled in. Parents are responsible for their child during this
time. Students must have permission to leave for lunch. For the safety of all our students and staff, we strongly
suggest that children go directly home for lunch. Friends that do not live in your home, will not be permitted to go
home for lunch with your child.
Parents will need an appointment to come into the school. This appointment can be made by contacting the school
at any time, 597-2633.
We want you to know what to expect in the weeks to come so you and your child are better prepared.
The following changes have been made to mitigate the health risks associated with Covid-19:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Fountains have been disabled because they are high touch areas;
Hand sanitizer stations will be set up in throughout the school;
Students will not have access to microwaves at school;
Students will receive bathroom guidelines;
Student items will be kept at their desks;
The mudrooms will be closed;
Students will be lining up behind painted lines to get into the school each day;
Transitioning from outside to inside will support physical distancing;
Students will be respecting others’ personal space;
Students will be staying with their cohorts;
Some areas of the school will be closed off for the time being (i.e., the computer lab);
Students will be limited in their movements throughout the school;
We will not be having any field trips at this time;
Signs will be posted around the building and students must abide by these signs;
Parents will be contacted by their child’s teacher if guidelines are not being followed.

