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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
 
 
Title:  French as a Second Language Core French 
 
Preamble: 
 
“Students will communicate and interact with growing confidence in French, one of Canada’s official 
languages, while developing the knowledge, skills and perspectives they need to participate fully as 
citizens in Canada and in the world. “ 
 
“The ability to speak and understand French allows students to communicate with French-speaking 
people in Canada and around the work world, to understand and appreciate the history and 
evolution of their cultures, and to develop and benefit from a competitive advantage in the 
workforce. 
 
“Knowledge of an additional language strengthens first-language skills.  The ability to speak two or 
more languages generally enhances cognitive development, as well as reasoning and creative-
thinking skills.  It also enhances the student’s confidence as a learner, facilitates the learning of 
additional languages, and contributes to academic achievement.”  
 
“Positive outcomes for students in the FSL curriculum include:  

 increased mental flexibility; 
 improved problem solving skills; 
 a better understanding of aspects of a variety of cultures; 
 a greater awareness of global issues, including those related to the environment 

and sustainability; 
 expanded career opportunities.” 

The Ontario Curriculum – French as a Second  
Language: revised 2013 

 
Procedure: 
1. Instruction 
 

“Core French is mandatory from Grades 4 to 8 for all students in English-language 
elementary schools.  Students entering Grade 4 must receive French instruction in every 
year from Grade 4 to Grade 8 and must have accumulated a minimum of 600 hours of 
French instruction by the end of Grade 8.” 

The Ontario Curriculum – French as a Second  
Language: revised 2013 

 
 
All students will begin the Core French program in Grade 4 in order to accumulate the 
required 600 hours by the end of Grade 8. 

 
Section 

 
Number 

H 2 1 
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2. Timetabling 

Core French instruction is recorded on the OnSIS Statistical Report, and on the “Record of 
Accumulated Instruction” card in the OSR.  An accumulation of 120 hours a year requires a 
minimum of 40 minutes a day of a second-language instruction from Grades 4-8.  This 
equates to a minimum of 200 minutes in a 5 day cycle.   
 

3. Reporting on Core French 
The Core French expectations are organized into four distinct but related strands: Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, and Writing.  The language and language learning skills in the four 
strands overlap with and strengthen one another.  Effective instructional activities often 
blend expectations from two or more strands in order to provide students with the kinds of 
experiences that promote meaningful learning.  A high-quality FSL program should provide 
daily opportunities for students to engage in various oral activities in connection with 
expectations in all four strands.  
 
“The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning.  
Evaluation accurately summarizes and communicates to parents, other teachers, employers, 
institutions of further education, and students themselves what students know and can do 
with respect to the overall curriculum expectations.” 

 
4. Teacher Qualifications 

Principals must refer to the following documents and regulations when staffing decisions are 
made in regards to the hiring of and placement of Core French teachers. 
 

 Ontario Regulation 176/10 May 20, 2010 
 PPM 153  
 Teacher Assignment in Ontario Schools, A Resource Guide, 2011 

 
5. Planning French as a Second Language programs for Students with Special Needs 

 “Including Students with Special Education Needs in French as a Second Language 
Programs has been developed as part of the Ministry of Education’s ongoing commitment to 
strengthen French as a second language (FSL) education in Ontario.  It is intended to serve 
as a resource for school boards, educators, and other stakeholders as they embrace diversity 
and work to ensure that schools are places where all students are welcomed and respected, 
and where all students can succeed.  The foundational belief that all students can learn 
applies to students across all subject and program areas. Throughout this document, it is 
emphasized that decisions about program participation, including participation in FSL 
programs, should be made on a case-by-case basis, taking into account the strengths, 
needs, and interests of the individual student.” 
 
“Including Students with Special Education Needs in FSL focuses not only on ways of making 
FSL programs more available to students with special education needs but also on the 
supports these students need to succeed.” 
 
Including Students with Special Education Needs in FSL complements A Framework for FSL 
and clarifies the foundational principle that FSL programs are for all students. The Ministry of 
Education is committed to including and supporting all students to ensure equitable access 
to FSL programs, whether Core French, Extended French, or French Immersion, and the 
revised curriculum policy documents for FSL released in 2013 (the elementary curriculum) 
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and 2014 (the secondary curriculum) make specific reference to the importance of 
supporting all students in FSL programs. 
 
In any given classroom, students may demonstrate a wide range of strengths and needs.  
Teachers plan programs that recognize this diversity and give students performance tasks 
that respect their particular abilities so that all students can derive the greatest possible 
benefit from the teaching and learning process. It is the responsibility of Core French 
teachers to become aware of those students on Individual Education Plans so that 
appropriate programming modifications and/or accommodations can be made where 
necessary. 
 
As a result of the new Ontario Curriculum: French as a Second Language, Core French, 
Grades 4 – 8, 2013, recommendations for exemptions from Core French will be rare.  
Since the revocation of PPM No. 58 in 2004, however, there is no ministry policy 

outlining exceptions to the inclusion of all students in FSL programs.    Where exemptions 

are being considered, they may be granted by the Principal.  Alternate programming to 
support the student’s learning needs must then be in place.  Supporting documentation shall 
be placed in the student’s Ontario Student Record (O.S.R.) by the Principal and the 
exemption recorded on the student’s Individual Education Plan (I.E.P). Parents do not need 
to make this request yearly. 
 
The statement below shall appear in the French comment box of the report card. 

 
(Name of student) has been exempted from the Core French program. 

 
 
The Ontario Curriculum:  French as a Second Language:  Core French, Grades 4 – 8 allows 
students to be exempted from FSL if they are taking Native as a Second Language. 
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