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August 30, 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

First, let me say that I am excited to welcome our staff and students back to our schools for the 2021-2022 school 
year. We cannot wait to see everyone and would like to remind students/families that the first day of school is 
Thursday, September 2nd. I know that it has certainly been a challenging and uncertain time for our families and 
we want them to know that we are committed to supporting a healthy and safe return with a focus on COVID-19 
related safety strategies.  

We have developed our reopening plans based on direction from the Ministry of Education, Ministry or Health and 
Ministry of Labour, as well as the Chief Medical Officer of Health. These can be found on our Board’s website. Our 
number one priority will continue to be the safety and well-being of our students and staff and we will take all 
precautions necessary to mitigate the risks associated with COVID.  

Our school day will continue to include physical distancing, the cohorting of classes, and safe spacing in hallways.  
Our students in Grades 1-8 will be required to wear masks at all times with the exception of when they are eating. 
Staff and students may remove their masks when outside, but staff will be required to wear masks/goggles/or face 
shields when 2m of distancing cannot occur. We strongly encourage our students in Kindergarten to wear masks as 
well, however, at this time, it is not mandated in the Ministry of Education’s Covid-19 Guidelines 
(https://www.ontario.ca/document/covid-19-health-safety-and-operational-guidance-schools-2021-2022).  

All staff and students as well as essential visitors to the school are required to self-screen using the Ontario COVID-
19 Screening Tool.  If they have symptoms, there is an expectation that they stay home. Further information on 
isolation periods can be found in the COVID-19 Health, safety and operational guidance for schools (2021-2022) 
version two, released August 13th.  

We are excited to report that we are currently in talks to determine if it is feasible to reengage our student 
athletics programs and are hoping that this will include some form of regional events between schools. We have 
also been provided with information that will support some form of return to instrumental music programs for 
those schools that offered these prior to the pandemic. 

I, along with the senior staff, am looking forward to working with our schools to support our students’ 
achievement and learning. We encourage parents/families to reach out to their respective school principals to 
answer any questions they may have.  

We encourage anyone who is eligible to receive the vaccination to do so in order to support a safe return to 
learning. Please visit the Northwestern Health Unit at https://www.nwhu.on.ca for information about booking an 
appointment to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.  

I encourage you to read our Board’s 2021-2022 Reopening Plan. Please visit our website at 
https://www.tncdsb.on.ca.  

God Bless, 

 

Brendan Hyatt, 
Director of Education 
BH/sh 
21/22-004 
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