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Our Lady of the Way School: The Board would like to recognize Colette 

Fafard for her dedication to expanding the students’ education into the 
school’s outdoor space.  
 
Three years ago Colette signed up Our Lady of the Way to participate in a 
global campaign that has been launched by Outdoor Classroom Day (https://
outdoorclassroomday.com/). The initiative encourages participation in two 
days that are meant to inspire and celebrate outdoor learning and play. Co-
lette introduced the staff to the idea and it has grown from there. 
 
This year Colette has led the outdoor activities and planning on a monthly 
basis, and it has been made a priority in our School Improvement Plan. We 
see the benefits of her hard work and dedication in the students as they look 
forward to this day each month, and in their enthusiastic participation during 
these learning times. 
 
Colette has inspired students to care for the environment by adopting a tree 
on the school property, and to pay attention to the environment by keeping a 
journey stick. All of the activities have been connected to Literacy, Christian 
Living, Native Language, and Social Studies. 
 

Colette has made a true impact on changing how students are educated at Our Lady of the Way 
School. 

Recognition of Excellence 

St. Patrick’s School :   
St. Pat's school participated in the worldwide event “Hour of Code.” Stu-
dents from Kindergarten all the way up to Grade 8 put their budding com-
puter science skills to work and spent one hour working through various 
coding programs and games through the use of technology and hands on 
learning. Here's to building students with skills for the future.   
Ms. Lee and the Grade 4/5 class  had a special presentation and ceremony 
to honour being Canadian. A guest speaker, Canadian and Arabic treats, 
and each student got a certificate to honour the reaffirmation of their Ca-
nadian citizenship. A special thank you to Bushra Jabri for talking to the 
students about refugees and her family's journey to Canada. We learned 
how blessed we are to live in a safe, accepting and democratic country. The students learned so 

much and are proud to be Canadian!  

Sacred Heart  School: 
Sacred Heart School’s Grade 6 and 5/6 class held a fundraiser to help support families in our com-
munity.  
We wanted the students to learn the importance of giving back at Christmas. The stu-
dents enthusiastically took on the challenge. We discussed and planned a Talent Show and Craft 
Sale. The students, parents, staff and teachers worked diligently for 3 weeks planning and creat-
ing items for the sale. After all the sales were in, we were astounded to see that we raised 
$1745.90. AMAZING! The SHS staff contributed $600 bringing the total to $2345.90. The pro-
ceeds went to two families within our school community. 
Mr. Johnson and Mrs. Spooner are so proud of the students and the community for working so 
hard and putting their heart and soul in to making this event so successful.  
It is amazing to see what we can do when we work together!  

https://outdoorclassroomday.com/
https://outdoorclassroomday.com/


LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 
 

Our Lady of the Way School:  
  
There have been so many wonderful things the students have been learning in Science, 
Technology, Math, and Social Studies.  
 
We have been incorporating monthly Outdoor Education days and increasing student hands-
on learning, and real life connections, to what they learn in the classroom setting. We have 
learned about the environment, mapping, caring for all living things, and wisely using our 
natural resources. Each student chose a tree on the property that they will care for and pro-
tect. Each student also started a journey stick where they attach natural found items. We 
incorporated mindful walking and meditative breathing during our outdoor learning as well.  
 

The students are also enjoying learning in the Makerspace each week. We are focusing on 
planning and designing projects made out of cardboard. Students are learning measuring 
skills, precision, cause and effect, and resiliency, as the things they imagine begin to take 
shape. 
 

As we look forward in this new year, we will be continuing with our outdoor learning and no-
ticing how the environment changes with the seasons. The students have created shelters 
which will become meeting places for their groups. We hope to add benches in a central part 
of the wooded area for students to gather at as well. We will be starting a garden in the 
spring with the help of community members. We will also be improving our Math, Science, and Technology skills in the Mak-
erspace with more focused and detailed creations. 
 

We welcome you to come and visit us to see how hands-on learning changes our students’.             
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St. Joseph’s School: 
 
St. Joseph’s 8F class embarked on a “Gimme A Break - 
Technology Free Challenge” which had students (and 
teachers) lock up their devices at school and not use the 

devices for a period of one week. Students and teachers 
noticed a spike in social issues related to teenagers’ use 
of social media. Students (18) and teachers (2) decided 
it was time to take action. Students felt that a break 
from technology would be a positive action for the class. 
 
This was a voluntary activity, and in the end, 14 individ-
uals were able to stay technology free for one week. At 
the end of the week, all students were asked to com-
plete an exit survey to provide feedback regarding the 
challenge. The information gathered from the survey 
showed the respondents referencing that more sleep, 
more time outside, and spending increased time with 
family were some of the benefits of not using technolo-
gy for a week. Very few students felt disconnected from 
their friends and no one felt a reduction in their social 
status amongst their peer group. 

 
Teachers and parents at St. Joseph’s are continuing their work in the area of “Mindfulness” by con-
ducting a book study around self-regulation. Thanks to Mme. Goulet for leading the charge in the 
effort to support students and families around understanding strategies to support our children. 



St. Francis School:   
 
On Friday, November 30, Mrs. Gurski’s Grade 5 class and the Native Language students from Mrs. Papineau’s Grade 5/6 class trav-
elled to the Fort Frances Museum to view the Indigenous Veterans of Treaty 3 Exhibit.  The students were given a detailed tour by 
Laura Gosse, the Community Engagement Coordinator at the museum. There were many interesting pictures, news articles, and 
artifacts for students to view. The tour focused on the impact of war and what it meant for Indigenous veterans and families.  
 
On December 18th, students  joined the residents of 
Columbus Place for a Christmas carol sing-a-long. 
Ms. Bujold, Experiential Learning Lead, accompanied 
students on the guitar. Following the singing, stu-
dents were gifted with special Christmas treats made 
especially for them by the residents. What a wonder-
ful way to celebrate the Season!  
 
The St. Francis School Band started to meet the first 
week in January. We will be performing at the Rainy 
River Festival for the Performing Arts in April of this 
year. Anyone in Grades 6-8, interested in being a 
part of the St. Francis Band is asked to see Mr. 
Brown as soon as possible. We will meet in the Li-
brary on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:50 and prac-
tice throughout the lunch and recess period. There 
are also open practice times available on Mondays 
and Fridays during that same lunch period for any-
one looking for extra support in music.  
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St. Michael’s School:   
 
We are so excited to welcome your child(ren) back to St. Michael’s School for the 2019 year!  I hope that you had a well –rested 
and happy holiday with family and friends.  Thank you for your continued support.  Please feel free to contact me if there is any-
thing that you need. 

 
The French Immersion Kindergarten classes and Grade 1 French Immersion classes have been enjoying cooperative games during 
Physical Education. Students have been learning cooperation, teamwork, trust, and problem solving while having fun in the gym.  
 
Mr. Brady’s Grade 2 French Immersion class has been hard at work.  In Math, we have been practising our doubles and then 
learning how to use them to quickly find other sums.  We are also starting estimating and using groups of ten to make educated 
guesses.  We are wrapping up our Science unit about animals, where students enjoyed learning how to classify animals based on 

physical traits, the changes that animals go through 
in their life cycle, how animals have special adapta-
tions that help them survive, and the effects humans 
and animals have on each other.   

Congratulations to all of the students who are pre-
paring for their First Communion. They all performed 
their first reconciliation before Christmas, and it 
brought me great joy to see all of their big smiles 

after receiving that sacrament.  We will continue to 
learn about God and how we can develop our rela-
tionship with Jesus and bring God’s love to others 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Corporate Office Address 
555 Flinders Avenue 

Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3L2 

Phone: 807-274-2931 
Toll Free:  888-311-2931 

Fax: 807-274-8792 
E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 

  
Kindergarten Registration:   
The Board will hold its 2019-2020 
Early Learning Kindergarten Regis-
tration at all of its schools the week 
of February 26 to March 1, 2019. 
The purpose of such a week is to 
bring together the district school 
boards in our region to provide a 
unified start for Kindergarten Regis-
tration that benefits children and 
families. At this time, parents will 
have the opportunity to register their 
children in Kindergarten. Principals 
and staff at each school, as well as 
our Catholicity and Curriculum Coor-
dinators, support this yearly process.  
Stay tuned for Advertising:  
“Kindergarten Promotional Advertis-
ing” will begin on Monday, February 
11th through to Friday, February 
22nd, 2019. 
 

David Sharp,  
Board Chair 

 
 

Brendan Hyatt,  
Director of Education 

Mission Statement. 

We’re on the web 

www.tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board 
reports please visit our 

website and look for the 
Board Meeting Reports 
under the Board tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in Catholic     
Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Next Board Meeting 
February 19, 2019 

 
 

Trustees also received the following 
reports, which are posted on the 
Board’s website. 

 Advent Board Report 
 School Council Minutes 

 Coordinator Meeting Minutes 
 Health & Safety Report 
 Newsletter to Parents  

 
Trustees reviewed the following 
Administrative Procedure: 
 
The Board’s Administrative Procedures 
can be found on the Board’s website. 
 
 A-04, Officers of the Board and 

Execution of Documents 
 A-06, Trustee Travel Professional 

Development 
 C-04, Banking—Deposits Disburse-

ment of Funds 
 C-05 Investment of Board Funds 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

January Board Meeting Highlights  

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    
agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website. The 
next meeting will be at 4pm on  
February 12th, 2018. 

Special Education  
Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) 
 is currently looking for new 
members to sit on its          
committee. The term of office 
will commence upon appoint-
ment and end on November 30, 
2019.     Nomination forms and    
further information are   availa-
ble by calling: 

Joelle Blanc-Paull,  
Executive Assistant, 

807-274-2931, or toll free  
1-888-311-2931, ext. 1222 

email jpaull@tncdsb.on.ca 

 David Sharp 

Rainy River 

District West  

 Genny Jourdain 

Couchiching First 

Nation 

 Cathy Piotrowski 

Fort Frances 
 Don Marquis 

Fort Frances 

 Cathy Bowen 

Sioux Lookout 

 Jim Kulchyski 

Sioux Lookout 

 Kathy Bryck 

Dryden 
Peter Marshall 

Dryden 
 Teresa Larson 

Atikokan 

MEET OUR TRUSTEES FOR 2019-2022 


