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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

First, let me say that I pray that all of you are safe and healthy during this unprecedented time in our history. I know 

as the days get longer and warmer that it is even more difficult to remain physically distant from friends and family. 

We have all sacrificed a great deal and will continue to do so to ensure we keep each other safe. 

Now that we are well into distant learning I have had questions regarding assessment and reporting on student's 

achievement. The Ministry of Education has indicated that elementary teachers will use formative assessment 

approaches to gather evidence of how students are progressing in their learning during the school closure period. 

Teachers will provide feedback to students on their progress, however, no summative evaluation will be required.  

Please click on the link http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growSuccess.pdf for more information regarding the 

formative and summative assessments beginning on page 37 of the Ministry of Education’s Growing Success 

document.  

The Ministry of Education has also confirmed Boards are expected to provide final report cards for all elementary 

students for the 2019-2020 school year. In determining final grades and marks, teachers will use the evaluation 

information gathered before March 13, 2020. When it is in the best interest of students, teachers will include 

evidence of learning completed during the school closure period.  

Reporting on Learning Skills and Work Habits will also reflect information gathered prior to March 13. Teachers will 

include comments on the final report card if they feel that doing so would support a student's progress.  

The Kindergarten Communication of Learning will be based on teachers’ observations of key learning and growth 

prior to March 13. Teachers may choose to include comments on growth in learning demonstrated during the school 

closure period when it is in the child's best interest.  

Further clarification was provided to Boards on April 23, 2020 by the Ministry. "Grades and marks will not go down 

from what they were on March 13. No student’s mark should be negatively affected by performance during the 

school closure period.  

This applies to both elementary and secondary. Continuity of learning is critical to prepare students with the 

knowledge and skills for success in the next grade. Every effort should be made to keep students involved." 

I want to thank all of you for working with your teachers and support staff to ensure every effort is being made to 

keep your children involved and engaged in their learning. It is during these times when we truly see the importance 

of working together to ensure the best possible outcome for children.  

God Bless, 

 

Brendan Hyatt 
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