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Dear Families,  

As you know the Ministry of Education made the decision to keep our schools closed to teachers until 

Friday May 1, 2020 and to students until Monday May 4, 2020.  

This decision was not taken lightly and was made to protect the health and safety of our students, 

families and staff. 

You will also note that over the past few weeks we have been preparing and working with our education 

partners to ensure the continuation of learning starts April 6, 2020.  

We realize that not all families have access to the same level of technology and are working as quickly as 

we can to provide supports to students and families. That support may include providing you with 

technology devices such as Chromebooks to allow access to online learning platforms that will/are being 

shared by your classroom teachers. We understand that some families do not have the access needed to 

engage in an online learning platform and we will work with you to provide other means of learning so 

that your children can engage in the curriculum. We also understand that many of you are working from 

home and utilizing technology which may mean screen time is limited for your children. As has been said 

we understand that many of you have specific concerns and we will do our best to work with you to work 

through them. We are asking everyone to be patient during these challenging times. It is certainly our 

hope that we are back in our schools as soon as it is safe to do so. 

The following guidelines related to learning and teaching at home known as Phase 2 include; 

*Reconnecting students with teachers and other school staff, including mental health;  

*Re-establishing teacher led learning by grade groupings; 

*Kindergarten- Grade 3: 5 hours of work per student/week (focus on Literacy and Math); 

*Grade 4-6:  5 hours of work per student/week (focus on Literacy, Math, Science and Social Studies); 

*Grade 7-8: 10 hours of work per student/week (focus on Literacy, Math, Science, and 

History/Geography); 

*leveraging digital resources and identifying alternative forms of teacher-student connectivity, such as 

phone or mail; 

*requiring final report cards for all students; 

*distributing laptops and/or devices from schools as needed, while observing instructions from local 

public health. 

For those families with students requiring additional special education supports the Minister touched upon 

ways to utilize non-traditional methods of delivery and assistance with additional support to these  
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families. We are awaiting further information and directive on this.  In the meantime, information from 

our Special Education Team regarding general supports you can be offering your child with special 

education needs will be provided to all parents.  Please see the TNCDSB and school Facebook pages for a 

link to the information.  If we have your email on file, it will be sent to you by email as well. 

Educators will be checking in with you on a regular basis to support you with your child’s learning needs. 

Instructions and activities for learning will be provided using various platforms. Your child’s teacher will 

reach out utilizing one of the following online platforms; Brightspace, Seesaw or Google classroom. As 

has been previously mentioned we recognize not all of you will be able to access these platforms and 

your teacher and school principal will work with the board to determine the best and safest way to 

provide you with learning materials. As always you are reminded that the Ministry will continue to add 

resources to the “Learn at Home” site and you are encouraged to utilize this as well. 

Please know that we understand that this is definitely extraordinary times in education and we appreciate 

knowing that everyone is doing their part to flatten the curve of the Co-vid 19 virus. 

You may be wondering if your child is expected to do the same amount of work as they would in a 

normal classroom and I can assure you that this is not the case nor is it feasible. As shared above the 

Ministry has set out the hours of instruction as it relates to curriculum and we are following that directive. 

I will add as a Catholic system we are expecting our staff to provide a 1/2 lesson per week in Christian 

Living to support our students faith journey.  

We want to thank each of you for your patience and flexibility regarding your child’s education. We value 

our partnership with you and will do our best to continue to support your child’s education from the 

safety of their home. God willing we will all be back in our schools and classrooms soon. 

I wish all of you health and wellness during this difficult time. 

God Bless, 

 

Brendan Hyatt 

Director of Education 


