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Dignity of the              
Human Person 

 
Ontario Catholic School              
Graduate Expectation 

A Collaborative  
Contributor 

 
Grandfather Teaching 

Manaaji’idiwin 
(Respect) 

 

Merci pour le pain, le vent, 

la terre et l'eau. 

Merci pour la musique et 
pour le silence. 

Merci pour le miracle de 
chaque nouveau jour. 

Jésus, je te dis « Merci! » 
 

Merci pour les gestes               
et les mots de tendresse. 

Merci pour les rires                 

et les sourires. 
Merci pour tout ce qui 

m'aide à vivre 
Merci à tous ceux que 

j'aime et qui m'aiment. 

Jésus, je te dis « Merci ! » 
 

Merci pour ton amour    
sans limites. 

Merci pour la paix                    
qui vient de toi. 

Merci pour le pain                       

de l'Eucharistie. 
Merci pour la liberté                  

que tu nous donnes. 
Jésus, je te dis « Merci ! » 

 
Jésus, que ton nom soit 

béni à jamais. 

Amen 

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

David Sharp, Board Chair 

Brendan Hyatt, Director of Education 

Board-Wide News for Our Partners 
in Catholic Education 

This month’s Board Reports are          
posted on the Board’s website:  

www.tncdsb.on.ca 

 

St. Patrick’s  School: Katrina Fulton continues to shine like a bright light at St. Pat-
rick’s School. Katrina is our Kindergarten teacher and she is using innovative ways to 

teach her students and prepare them for Grade 1. 

 

Katrina’s creativity shines through her classroom daily. Her school, church and commu-

nity connections are very strong. She brings in her mystery readers weekly and partners 

with the local health unit, library and Native Friendship Centre. Katrina shows that it 
takes a village to raise our children by pulling in all the community supports she can to 

assist the children in developing their skills. 

 

Katrina is the co-chair of St. Patrick’s Student Council. She has organized outreach 

events as well as different activities throughout the school year. During the Christmas 

season student council participated in raising funds so that they could spread Christmas 
cheer by purchasing gifts for our local cheer foundation. 

 

Katrina organizes a yearly talent show that showcases our students many talents. She 
also organizes ‘Read to Feed’, which challenges students to read a certain amount of 

books. Once that goal is reached the Principal has a challenge that must be completed. 

 

Katrina is a team player and is always up for a new challenge. We are blessed to have 

her on our team and we always look forward to what she will come up with next.  

Recognition of Excellence 

FIRST COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION 
DATES 

 
First Communion 
 

St. Michael’s School –  Sunday, May 12, 2019, 11am at St. Mary’s Parish 

Our Lady of the Way School – Sunday, May 12, 2019 at Our Lady  

                                                    of the Way Church 9am 

St. Joseph’s School –   Saturday, April 27 2019 at St. Joseph’s Church 5pm 

                                      Sunday, April 28, 2019 at St. Joseph’s Church 10am 

Sacred Heart School – Sunday, May 5th, 2019 at Sacred Heart Church  10am                                   

 

 

 
 

 

St. Francis School –    Saturday, April 27th, 2019 at St. Mary’s 5pm 

               Sunday, April 28th , 2019 at Our Lady of Lourdes 9am 

Our Lady of Way —  Sunday, June 30th, 2019 at St. Patrick’s Church in Emo 

St. Patrick’s School –  Saturday, June 15th, 2019 at St. Patrick’s Parish 4pm 

   



LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 
 

Our Lady of the Way:  
 
Hello from the JK-3 class. We have been keeping busy and getting a lot of work done. It is hard to believe 
that we are over half done this school year. We have had many fun activities and are looking forward to 
more. We celebrated the 100th day. We went skiing and snowshoeing and enjoyed some time outside. We 
can now look forward to skating and celebrating Dr. Seuss day.  
At the beginning of the year I challenged students to an EPIC reading challenge. In this challenge stu-
dents use the Epic reading app to listen to and read books. The app keeps track of all the books they 
read. At this point our students have read and listened to 800 books. Great job everyone!  
We continue to meet with Miss Fafard’s class to work 
on Literacy. Our current project is to create an alpha-
bet book. Students have to think of a theme and then 
write sentences for each of the letters in the alphabet. 
We are excited to get these finished and print the fi-
nal draft. 
In Math, we continue to work with the 4-7 class on 

Tuesdays to develop fundamental math skills. We 

have been working on estimating, weighing, and 

counting the amount of cereal in one box. We have 

also been working on patterns, fractions, and adding 

and subtracting. 
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St. Joseph’s School:   

Mme Goulet continued her learning in India over the March Break focusing on the ideas of mindfulness to 
support the well-being of students and staff. She said, “The Basilica in Pondicherry was amazing- you 
would have loved it! The papers are a beautiful expression of how God and faith are in the lives of people 
here. One is a wedding invite - inviting God to the upcoming wedding. Another is a paper of completion of 
courses - thanking God for blessing and guiding them in their studies."  Mme. Goulet’s continued leader-
ship in the area of mindfulness and self-regulation have been wonderful for the St. Josephs’ school com-
munity. 

The Intermediate Girls Basketball Team cap-
tured gold in the DHS tournament. A big 
thank you to Mary Trist and Albert Tremonti 
for organizing this event! The girls lost one 
game in round robin play and went undefeat-
ed for the rest of the tournament. Well done 
girls!  

We would like to let you know that the grade 
7F class is fundraising for World Vision 
throughout Lent. A collection jar will be placed 
in each classroom until Easter. Donations will 
be accepted throughout the week, and all hat 
day money will now be going toward our mis-
sion for the next few weeks. Hat day donations will remain $1 to wear your hat in class on Friday’s. Good-

will donations will also be accepted throughout the week. Thank you for your support.  



St. Francis School:   
 
St. Francis school has been very active due to the support of 
the Experiential Learning Lead (Jeannie Bujold) setting up 
‘Fun Fit Friday’ and other physical activities for the school. 
Some of the students from Grades 7 and 8 went curling at 
the Fort Frances Curling Club as part of our February Fun 
Days. The students were instructed on the basics of curling 
by Raymond Roy and Christine Sinclair, then were able to 
play a few ends of curling. A big thank you to Raymond and 
Christine for sharing their expertise. 

 
Mrs.Cousineau and Ms.Morrison have been in classes at SFS 
doing coding activities.They have focused on activities that 

teach students perseverance, problem solving, critical think-

ing and allow risk taking while being empowered to fail in a 

safe environment.  

 

Mrs. Saciuk planned an optional Science Fair for students in 

March. There were many very interesting projects that stu-

dents worked very hard on. Congratulations to all partici-

pants! 
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St. Michael’s School:  
 

The students in Mr. McCart’s class had Mrs. George visit to 
share a lesson on identifying groups of objects while using a 
poster of showing fruit and grocery store items for sale.  As 
the math coordinator, Mrs. George was able to share Ministry 
of Education strategies and how they applied to the les-
son.  The lesson served as a good opportunity to explore the 
relationships between skip counting, repeated addition and 
how this translates to multiplicative thinking. Mrs. George 
shared a math fundamentals document that had excellent tips 
for teachers.  
 

 
 
 
With the weather getting warmer and the puddles being VERY 
tempting, Mme. Bourgeois and Mme. Friend’s French Immer-
sion Kindergarten class decided to take advantage of the nice 
weather! For their outdoor education class, that takes place on 
Friday afternoons, they went puddle jumping! The students had 
so much fun!  
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Sacred Heart School:  
 
Our March may have started out on the frosty side outdoors, but as Spring begins to take hold, we at Sa-
cred Heart are looking forward to the renewal of the season and the new possibilities that Spring brings 
us.  Student activities continue indoors and out, with the focus remaining on academic exploration, collab-
orative learning and faith development.  Our First Communion and Confirmation candidates await the 
Blessed Sacraments and continue to work with their families and the Church to develop as followers of 
Jesus.  As the Lenten season continues, let us pause and reflect on a few questions:  How do you live out 
in your own life the Lenten practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving? What have you learned about 
yourself, your faith, and God through your own Lenten practices? 

St. Patrick’s School:     
 

The Core French program at St. Patrick’s runs for students in Grades 4 through 8.  All of the classes have 
been busy learning new French words and phrases through various classroom projects and assign-
ments.  Aside from learning new words through exploration with different online programs, videos, and 
classroom activities, they have also had the opportunity to learn from working with and teaching each oth-
er.  
The Grade 4/5 class conducted interviews of their peers and created oral presentations to introduce to 
their classmates in French. They had a great time trying to figure out how to ask and answer questions 
with their classmates.  

 
The Grade 5/6 and 7/8 classes have both completed 
projects where they had to choose a word category and 
10 words that they would teach the class to say and 
write in French.  They used the on-line game Kahoot to 
teach their words to classmates. Many new words were 
learned this last month, including the French words for 
camping items, flowers, emotions, technology items, 
musical instruments, kitchen items, food, and interest-
ing animals. Both classes have also completed other 
French projects, including writing a short children’s sto-
ry set in the winter time that they read to the Kinder-
garten and Grade 1/2 classes. They also created custom 
brochures for French speaking countries. 



LIVING AS JOYFUL DISCIPLES 

 
 
 
 

Virtue: Dignity of the Human Person 
Quote on Human Dignity:  
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness.” 

– Genesis 1:26 
The dignity of the human person is the cornerstone of all Catholic Social teaching. During this Season of Lent,                

Students and staff are graciously participating and contributing as social justice ambassadors to raise awareness and 
to support those who are less fortunate. They understand and practice their Lenten promises of prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving.  

 

Catholic Education: Living as Joyful Disciples /                                                                                                
L’éducation catholique: Vivre en disciples joyeux  

 

Catholic Education Week is held each year in May in our 29 Ontario Catholic school boards. This year, it will run from 
May 5 – May 10, 2019. This year’s theme is “Living as Joyful Disciples.” 

 
The 2019 theme was inspired by three sources: Renewing the Promise, The Pastoral 

Letter on Catholic Education from the Bishops of Ontario; Gaudete et exsultate, the           

Apostolic Exhortation of Pope Francis on the Call to Holiness; and Young People, the 
Faith and Vocational Discernment, the October 2018 Synod of Bishops. Mindful of the 

Synod on Youth, the theme and sub-themes are very much directed to the young              
people in our schools, especially in their growth in holiness and their formation as               

disciples of Christ through the discernment of their vocational pathways. In the section 

of Renewing the Promise entitled, “A Community that Forms Joyful Disciples,” we read, 
“Our Catholic schools help to form joyful disciples as hearts and minds are opened to the transforming love of God and 

to the flame of faith in action. On a daily basis, Catholic schools demonstrate the joy of believing and witness the 
Good News to the communities that they serve.” 
 
Every year, the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) provides our Catholic schools with a resource kit 
to help schools prepare for Catholic Education Week. Using these resources, as well as our own developed activities, 

we have prepared a series of activities, which will highlight how the students and staff at our school are Living as             
Joyful Disciples. We hope to see many of you during our school celebrations. 
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Lent Continues Across our District 

The students and staff at the Northwest Catholic District School Board are learning and practicing Lenten traditions of 

prayer, fasting and almsgiving in their classrooms, homes and communities. They have celebrated Shrove Tuesday 

with pancake breakfasts and Mardi gras festivities and received ashes on Ash Wednesday. They are continuing to pray 

daily Lenten prayers and during this Holy Week will focus on the Paschal Mystery and the Stations of the Cross.                

Students are participating in fundraisers like bake sales, change challenges and Thinkfasts for Development and 

Peace. Some children have made sacrifices of fasting from treats, video games and cell phones. The season of Lent is 

a very sacred and special time in our Church, schools and homes. May we continue to grow closer to God each and 

every day; for His love is gracious, good, and will never fail.  

For more information on our Lenten missions, visit:                                                                                      

www.worldvision.ca  www.devp.org/en and www.devp.org/en/thinkfast 



Corporate Office Address 
555 Flinders Avenue 

Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3L2 

Phone: 807-274-2931 
Toll Free:  888-311-2931 

Fax: 807-274-8792 
E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 

New School Build:  

Semi-monthly meetings have continued, 

with one meeting typically held by tele-
conference, and the meeting at the end 

of each month held on site in Finn Way’s 
trailer, with a site walkthrough complet-

ed following the meeting. The most re-

cent onsite meeting was held on Febru-
ary 27, 2019, with representation from 

Finn Way, Colliers, RRDSSAB, TBTE and 
the Board.  
The build is currently on schedule to be open 
for the start of the 2019-20 school year. Roof 
trusses are being installed, with the majority 
of the masonry work completed. Plumbing 
rough in has been completed, and structural 
steel is ongoing. 

David Sharp,  
Board Chair 

 

Brendan Hyatt, 
Director of 
Education 

Mission Statement. 

We’re on the web 

www.tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board 
reports please visit our 

website and look for the 
Board Meeting Reports 
under the Board tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in Catholic     
Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Next Board Meeting 
April 16, 2019 

 

Full-Day Kindergarten Registration:  
Registration was held February 25– March 1, 
2019.  It was another successful registration 
week for all of our schools. Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Brad Oster, indicated that par-
ents can continue to register their children at all 
schools. 
 
2019-2020 Budget Update 

On February 28, 2019, preliminary 2019-20 
budget information was received from the Min-
istry of Education through B Memo 2019: B06 – 
Budget Planning Information for 2019-20. The 
memo recommends that boards exercise pru-
dence in making hiring decisions, and that we 
defer the annual processes of filling vacancies 
for retirements and other leaves related to 
teachers and other staff until an update is pro-
vided on or before March 15th.  

 
As is done each year, senior administration staff 
is carefully reviewing current enrolment as well 
as projected kindergarten enrolment, and look-
ing at classroom configurations prior to staffing 
meetings in March. We will continue to take 
into consideration student and school needs, 
collective agreement staffing dates, and infor-
mation provided by the Ministry as we move 

through the budget period. 
 
 

Ministry Advisory Council on Special Edu-
cation:  
 

Trustees also received the following reports, 
which are posted on the Board’s website. 

 Health & Safety Report 

 Newsletter to Parents:    

 School Council Minutes 

 
The Board’s Administrative Procedures and  
Governance Policies can be found on the 
Board’s website. 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

March Board Meeting Highlights  

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    
agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website.  

Special Education  
Advisory Committee 

(SEAC) 
 is currently looking for new 
members to sit on its          
committee. The term of office 
will commence upon appoint-
ment and end on November 30, 
2019.     Nomination forms and    
further information are   availa-
ble by calling: 

Joelle Blanc-Paull,  
Executive Assistant, 

807-274-2931, or toll free  
1-888-311-2931, ext. 1222 

email jpaull@tncdsb.on.ca 


