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St. Joseph’s School:  
The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations are distinctive expectations for graduates of 
Catholic schools.    
One of the expectations for students is to become “responsible citizens” that respect the environ-
ment and uses resources wisely.  

 
Over the course of several weeks, students have gained a greater understanding of the threats to 
our environment, including how we humans are the primary contributors to a failing planet.   
During discussions, it was obvious that this group wanted to “make a difference”.  Through the 
leadership of their teachers, they chose to start collecting plastic bags from the community.   
 
They figured that their purpose would be two-fold:  

ALL bags collected would be automatically recycled, thus preventing the use of new plastic bags 
and lessening the impact in a very small way to our planet/environment;  
If they gathered enough bags, they would hopefully draw the attention to others of how much 
waste exists – with the hopes of stopping others from using plastic bags forever. 
 
They say that enthusiasm is contagious.  These students became so obsessed with the idea that it 
was difficult to maintain their energy levels!   
Some students took to the “air waves” promoting their ideas on the local radio station.  The class 

representatives did such an amazing job – natural radio celebrities in the making for sure! 
In fact, the excitement was so elevated, that some of the students even starting writing songs to 
promote their cause. 

 
Overall, the response was overwhelming.    
 
We are proud to recognize the efforts of both 
the Grade 5F and 6F students and their 
teachers for their efforts in collecting 26 396 
plastic bags through an initiative entitled the 
“Plastic Bag Stewardship Challenge.”   

St. Joseph’s School continues to rock!   
 
We invite all trustees to join this cause and 
look at ways they can reduce their environ-
mental footprint   

as well! 

Recognition of Excellence 

My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices                        
in God my Savior,                             

for He has regarded                        
the low estate                                

of His handmaiden.                       
For behold, henceforth                   

all generations will call me 
blessed; for He who is mighty 
has done great things for me, 

and holy is His name.                   
And His mercy is on those 

who fear Him                                  
from generation                                
to generation.                                  

He has shown strength                      
with his arm,                               

He has scattered the proud              
in the imagination of                  

their hearts,                                 
He has put down the mighty 

from their thrones,                             
and exalted those                             

of low degree; He has filled 
the hungry with good things, 

and the rich He has                        
sent empty away.                             

He has helped His servant 
Israel, in remembrance                      

of his mercy, as He spoke to 
our fathers, to Abraham and 

to His posterity for ever.  

AMEN 

 
THE MONTH OF 

OUR  
LADY 
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St. Joseph’s School: 
 
      

Mrs. Glueheisen’s 5F Christian Living 
class made rosaries for the month of 
Mary. We were fortunate enough to have 
Father Frank come in and bless our ro-
saries (and us). 

A very special thank you to Father Frank 
who took time out of his day to visit with 
St. Joseph’s School. 

 
As part of Catholic Education Week, St. Joseph’s Kindergarten classes recognized 
that God calls us to act with kindness to others and realize that one small act of 
kindness can make a big difference. All week, they were busy making flowers for 
our administrative staff, baked cakes and cookies for our custodial staff, bus driv-
ers and teachers and wrote kindness notes which they delivered into the mailbox-
es of members of our community.  

      
    
 
 

 

 

Sacred Heart School: 
 
Catholic Education Week was a great success!  Staff and stu-
dents participated in many faith-based lessons and activities 
throughout the week inside the school.  Staff and students 
also attended school mass on May 10, 2019.   

Our Welcome to Kindergarten event was also held in May.  
This is an evening where staff welcome new Early Year learn-
ers and their families to the school to visit and explore. This 
helps to prepare these young students for a successful en-
trance into the school next fall. 

Over one hundred Grade 5's participated in the 4th Annual 
Water Festival at Cedar Bay. The Experimental Lakes staff 
taught the students about the creatures that they can find in 
the water under a microscope. Romaine Wesley Lyon talked 
about the spiritual significance of water, and Florence Woolner 
and Paddy Dasno taught students about how much water we 
use. Thanks to the many volunteers from the Friendship Cen-
tre, Friends of Cedar Bay, the schools, families and general 

community for another great day at Cedar Bay.  
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St. Francis School:   

Intramurals at St. Francis have wrapped up with a play-off game to determine the Aero Cup Winner. The 
winning team was the Tornadoes. Intramurals were a great way to pass the long winter months when cold 
weather prevented students from having outdoor recess. The intramurals were well attended and students 
showed great sportsmanship and leadership skills. 
Blessing Bags were created and were donated to the Shelter for Hope Crisis Center in Atikokan and the 
Family Center here in Fort Frances. Thank you to those of you that encouraged your students to donate 
items and money.  We purchased eight $5 gift cards to include in some of the bags that we donated to the 
center in town. 
The Junior and Intermediate teams from St. Francis School placed first in the Gagwe-gikendamaawiziwin 
20th Annual Event held on Wednesday, May 24th at Rainy River First Nations.  The students had been pre-
paring presentations and practising their verb conjugation, creating Ojibwe words, and Pictionary skills 
since January.   
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St. Michael’s School:     
 

Mme Jean and Mme Ableman’s French Immersion class have had many special 
visitors from our community who have taught us so much. Our students’ parents 
have taken an active part in sharing their knowledge with the class.  Our visitor 
from Nigeria taught us about many of the traditions, clothing, language and food 
of the Nigerian people. 
 
Mme Bourgeois and Mme Friend’s French Immersion Kindergarten class participat-
ed in the Festival of Performing Arts. The students performed 2 songs (Ma Petite 
Lumière and The Butterfly Song). They did an excellent job! The students were 
awarded First Prize, received the St. Patrick's CWL Award and were selected to 
perform at the Festival Highlights Concert on April 30th - félicitations!  

 
Mme Coyle and Mme Cheetham’s class have 
been talking about healthy eating. Part of 
this learning has included reading books on 
different foods and having “Taste Test Fri-
days.” The interest in food has also peaked 
the students’ interest in where foods come 
from. 
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Our Lady of the Way School:    
 

Over the past few months, the students have been focusing on the inquiry process in Science. They 
learned the parts of the science experiment and the importance of keen observation. They also have been 
learning about the importance of asking questions. Science North offered a series of eWorkshops that mo-
tivated and challenged the students with very engaging activities that connected to the curriculum. These 
lessons connected us with Science North educators through online sessions that led the students through 
a variety of experiments and hands on learning activities. The topics included water testing, exploring 
light and colour, electricity and magnetism, and coding.  
In the Makerspace, the students have been given the task to build a chair out of cardboard that will sup-
port a full grown adult. The students learned about social 
justice projects where cardboard seating is used in schools 
that are in impoverished countries. They also learned about 
planning and implementing their ideas to create a final prod-
uct. 
For the season of Lent, the students worked very hard on 
making therapy bags. They cut the pattern, pinned, ironed, 
sewed and filled bags with rice. These bags were sold at a 
Lenten Soup and Bun Luncheon that we hosted for the com-
munity. The students raised over $350 for Development and 
Peace. 

St. Patrick’s School:   
 

Staff and Students were treated to an Easter Brunch, with thanks going to the Parent Council and many 
volunteers who once again donated their time preparing and serving the meal. 

 
During the Faith, Playday– the school created a Community Joy Chain. Each link identifies a way to bring 
joy to others. The Grade 4/5 class worked together to display the chain.  
 
The Grade 1/2's had lots of fun in Science changing liquids to solids by making their own ice cream. Milk 
and vanilla turned into ice cream with the help of ice, salt, and lots and lots of shaking! Sprinkles and 

chocolate sauce helped too!   
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Forty years ago, when St. John Paul II was our Pope, the Vicar of Jesus Christ, the successor of St. Peter, he gave a homily to end 
the month of May, 1979. 

“This evening we are celebrating together the close of the Marian month of 1979. But the month of May cannot end; it must   
continue in our lives, because veneration, love, devotion to Our Lady cannot disappear from our hearts, on the contrary they must 
grow and be expressed in a testimony of Christian life, modelled on the example of Mary, "the name of the beautiful flower which 
I always invoke / morning and evening", as the poet Dante Alighieri sings (Paradise, XXIII, 88). 

Oh Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, Mother of Christ, Mother of the Church, look upon us mercifully at this hour! 

Virgo Fidelis, Faithful Virgin, pray for us! Teach us to believe as you believed! Make our faith in God, in Christ, in the Church,   
always be limpid, serene, courageous, strong and generous. 

Mater Amabilis, Mother worthy of love! Mater pulchrae dilectionis, Mother of fair love, pray for us! Teach us to love God and our 
brothers, as you loved them: make our love for others always be patient, kindly, respectful. 

Causa nostrae laetitiae, Cause of our joy, pray for us! Teach us to be able to grasp, in faith, the paradox of Christian joy, which 
springs up and blooms from sorrow, renunciation, union with your crucified Son: make our joy always be genuine and full,                  
in order to be able to communicate it to all! 

Amen!” 



Corporate Office Address 

555 Flinders Avenue 
Fort Frances, ON  P9A 3L2                  

Phone: 807-274-2931 

Toll Free:  888-311-2931 
Fax: 807-274-8792 

E-mail: bhyatt@tncdsb.on.ca 
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For complete Board reports 
please visit our website 
and look for the Board 

Meeting Reports under the 
Board tab.  

It is the Mission of The Northwest Catholic District School Board to 
provide for students entrusted to our care excellence in                         
Catholic Education in partnership with home, Church and community. 

Next Board Meeting 
June 15, 2019 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2019 Highlights 
During the week of May 5-10, 2019 the students, staff and community celebrated Catholic                  
Education Week with numerous school, parish and community activities at all grade levels. This 
year’s theme was Living as Joyful Disciples. Catholic Education Week 2019 combined the themes 
of prayer, solidarity, hope, faith and evangelization. The five sub-themes for the week were 
Rooted in Prayer, Living in Community, Doing Justice and Creating Hope, Journeying Together in 
Faith and Sharing the Good News. Some of the board highlights from this special occasion in 
Catholic Education include: daily school assembled prayer services, celebrations of the Eucharist, 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion, special themed spirit days such as Voyageur Day, Student 
Faith Day Retreats with PULSE Ministries and LiveDifferent, community outreach and much more. 
 

St. Francis School St. Francis School started the Catholic Education week off with a visit from LiveDifferent on the 
Thursday prior. A Monday morning prayer service got the whole school in prayerful mindset for 
the week. PULSE Ministries visited, an incredibly powerful Mass was celebrated at St. Mary’s 
Church and staff/volunteers hosted a Mental Health and Wellness Night for families focusing on 
healthy eating and technology balance. Students also participated in a Speech Contest,                       
Mindfulness Challenge, chess tournament and a Variety Show. 
 

St. Michael’s SchoolSt. Michael’s School  also started the week off with a student Faith Retreat presented by 
PULSE Ministries and a living rosary. Throughout the week, they held daily prayer services and 
recognized the recipients of the Character Education Virtue and Value of the month, as well as 
the children who received their First Holy Communion. The school held various Spelling Bees, a 
Book Fair, and a class lemonade stand. The Kindergarten classes participated in a traditional  
Water Walk with Indigenous Education Lead Mrs. Tymkin and elders, Ms. Guimand and Ms. Fox. 
 

St. Joseph’s School’s St. Joseph’s School’s St. Joseph’s School’s Grade 6-8 students had the opportunity to take in the LiveDifferent 
presentation and the whole school participated in the PULSE Student Faith Retreat. Intermediate 
students were participants in the KAIROS Blanket Exercise with Clifford Musquash and Elder Roy 
Napish. A Marian liturgy and rosary celebration was very well organized by staff and students. 
Kindergarten classes made gratitude letters and treats for our community members and the                       
Plastic Bag Challenge culminated in prayer and media attention. 
 

Our Lady of the Way School Our Lady of the Way School Our Lady of the Way School celebrated mass in Pinewood and showed off their skills in the 
school Science fair and Makerspace demonstration. Students participated in classroom activities 
around the themes of the week and ended the week with Voyageur Day with the Metis Nation of 
Ontario and the popular Faith Play Day.  
 

Sacred Heart SchoolSacred Heart School  kicked off CEW the week before as LiveDifferent presented to Grades             

6-8. They celebrated Mass and First Communion with Father Stephen and many family members. 
Several teachers used the OCSTA resources and specific stories to share special lessons for each 
sub-themed day of CEW. Masson Normand from PULSE Ministries capped off his district tour at 
SHS and Jump Rope for Heart raised many funds for Heart and Stroke. 
 

St. Patrick’s School St. Patrick’s School St. Patrick’s School also kicked off CEW the Friday before as LiveDifferent presented to Grades 
5-8 and PULSE Ministries started the district tour in Atikokan with divisional retreats all day cul-
minating in a school-wide concert. The whole school prayed a full living rosary in the gym on 
Tuesday afternoon. The school continued to stand as the physical church as Mass was                
celebrated with Father Nonso. The amazing Parent Council prepared free lunch for the school 
and the week ended with Faith Play Day. 

 

SCHOOLS OF HOPE 

 

Catholic Parent  
Involvement 

Committee (CPIC) 
For information, meeting    
agendas and minutes, please 
visit the Board’s website. The 
next CPIC meeting  is                
scheduled for May 28, 2019. 


