
What does French Immersion 

look like in Play-Based 

Classroom Environment?  

 
 Large blocks of time 

dedicated to play-based 

learning and inquiry, both 

indoors and out-doors. 

 The play is rich and driven by 

children’s interest and children 

are engaged in the learning. 

 Small group learning 

throughout the day creates an 

environment for learning that 

gives the educator the 

opportunity to work more 

closely with children focusing 

on their strengths and interests. 

 Children are immersed in a 

meaningful French print 

environment that children and 

educators built together 

through routines and 

investigations.  

 Materials are important and 

intentional as they assist with 

building language experience. 

What is the Role of the  

Educators?  

 
 Educators are co-learners with 

the children.  They are responsive 

to children’s interests and ques-

tions.  
 Educators spend time observing 

children’s play in order to devel-

op a deeper understanding of 

children’s thinking and learning.  
 The program, projects and stud-

ies are authentic and emerge 

from the children’s interests that 

are expressed and repeated 

over time.  
 Educators spend lots of time talk-

ing with children about the mate-

rials they are using. 
 While children continue to ex-

press themselves in English, edu-

cators speak French.  They use 

gestures, body language, expres-

sive tone, visual support, repeti-

tion, songs, short stories,  that 

help children develop the French 

language. 

  Working Together 

toward Functional 

Bilingualism for our 

Children! 

      What Does Kindergarten in French Immersion Look Like?  

Kindergarten in French 

Immersion  

“French Immersion and inquiry fit so well together.  The inquiry becomes the 

vehicle to learn French by building a context that is meaningful to the students.  

This approach just makes sense.” 
French Immersion Principal 

Developing a Community of 

French Language Learners 

 
While children in French Immersion 

Kindergarten begin the year com-

municating in English or their home 

language, educators model ap-

propriate French-language expres-

sions in response to the children’s 

communication needs, from re-

questing help to expressing opin-

ions and asking questions. This is 

accomplished through all interac-

tions, from casual conversations to 

focused discussions, starting with 

simple words and basic language 

structures, and through learning 

songs, rhymes, poems or engaging 

in dramatic play. Kindergarten  

French Immersion educators are 

building a community of French 

language learners, in which chil-

dren’s efforts to communicate in 

French are valued and children 

are happy, confident and com-

fortable in French Immersion.  

 

 

Half the world’s population is now 

bilingual! 

 

 

Did you Know?  

…. “a child learns; through affection, through love, through patience, 

through understanding, through belonging, through doing, through 

being."                                                                        Freddrick J Moffitt  


