
Use everyday activities to talk about math! These students are build-

ing gingerbread houses and using them to practice geometry skills 

like angles, shapes, perimeter, and area. Plus they’re a yummy treat! 

Promoting healthy social-

emotional learning skills in 

mathematics 
Students are focusing on 

 Expressing and managing their 

feelings towards math 
 Working through challenging 

math problems 
 Learning from mistakes 
 Working collaboratively on 

math problems 
 Seeing themselves as capable 

math learners 
 Making connections between 

math and everyday contexts 
 Thinking critically and creatively 

Math is such an integral part our lives, 

whether we realize it or not. Although 

some may think they’re “just not good at 

math,” it is important to remember that no 

one is born “good or bad” at math. We 

need to keep a positive mindset about    

anything that we find challenging in our 

lives, including math! 
 

Look for math anywhere you can—it is all 

around us! The more you practice thinking, 

problem solving, and using different math 

strategies, the easier you will find it          

becomes! We use math in so many          

different ways and in so many  places—at 

the grocery store, in the kitchen, playing 

games, in art, science, construction, sports, and so much more! 
 

When working on a problem, focus on recognizing and testing out different approaches 

so that you can learn from your mistakes. Mistakes are an important part of the learning 

process that help us grow and understand better. Taking ownership in our learning leads 

to greater confidence as we grow and experience new things. Use logical reasoning and 

be flexible in your thinking to help you see different ways to approach new challenges. 

Playing games and cards can improve children’s mental 

math and problem solving skills. These students are 

playing board games, like PayDay, Monopoly, and The 

Game of Life, to practice their Financial Literacy skills. 



Tips for making math 

meaningful… 
 Make it FUN! 

 Make it relevant 

 Find math in play and every-

day activities 

 Show that math is all around 

us, everywhere we go! 

 Connect math to interests 

and passions 

 Do real-life math anywhere 

you can 

 Use technology to help  

Students from all over the board participated in CEMC’s online   

Beaver Computing Challenge put on by the University of Waterloo.  

Several students had perfect scores and many placed in the top 25% 

of contestants worldwide, while all students practiced their problem 

solving and computational thinking skills with a fun challenge. 

These students are playing a Knowledgehook Gameshow to 

test their math skills in a fun way! Their teacher can then     

collect data on students strengths and areas that need to be 

covered further. It’s win-win for everyone! 

Incorporating technology can be a really useful, interactive, and fun way to practice and 

learn math. If you are looking for ways to practice math skills using technology, download 

some apps or play some games that practice math and logic skills. Or, try a digital escape 

room to practice problem solving skills—they’re really fun! Create a budget for some-

thing you’ve researched online, or use a spreadsheet to keep track of spending. Coding is 

another great way to develop critical thinking skills and work to debug or solve problems.   

Using technology can be a great way to 

practice and incorporate math into   

different learning. These students are 

using a coding program called Scratch 

to create their own patterns. Plus they 

had lots of fun discovering ways they 

could get the computer program to do 

different things, including adding fun  

pictures and backgrounds, and sound 

clips. Math can be fun and interactive! 


