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Catholic Virtue for September—Respect & Responsibility 

On behalf of the Staff here at St. Patrick’s School, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the 2018-2019 

school year. 

I hope everyone had a safe and restful summer vacation, and had some time to relax and enjoy what summertime had to 

offer in our great community of Atikokan. I hope that everyone saw the face of God in those smiles, children’s faces, and the 

many miracles of nature.  

I am truly excited to begin my new role as Principal with our incredible students, staff, parents and church community.  For 

those of you who don’t know me, I have spent almost half my life at St. Patrick’s school as a student, educational assistant, 

teacher and now Principal.  I was born and raised in Atikokan so being able to return to one’s elementary school has been 

fantastic.  I love our school and the family environment that it offers. 

When you ask children to tell you what they think about school, they will share positive feelings and even excitement with 

the return to school.  The toughest part for many is the transition itself; getting to bed earlier, more structured days, work 

deadlines, etc.  Parents/Caregivers support their children with that transition with reminders, coaxing, and a little bit of 

tough love.  Generally, the best part for students is getting together with old friends, some of whom they may not have seen 

throughout the summer. The good memories start to flood back in; school outings, sports, music presentations, and the To-

ronto trip!!  

I hope that God continues to keep you safe and happy in all that you do and that your children/our students continue to 

thrive in a positive, faith-centered educational environment.  

Once again, St. Patrick’s School extends warm wishes to you and your children as we begin the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

Yours in Catholic Education, 



 

Title Name Ext. 

Principal Jessica Veenbaas 1822 

School Secretary Tammy Desaulniers 1821 

Kindergarten Teacher Katrina Fulton 1843 

Grade 1/2 Teacher Diane Bowes 1828 

Grade 3 Teacher Shannon Richard 1833 

Grade 4/5 Teacher James Desaulniers 1831 

Grade 5/6 Teacher Arlene Knowles 1829 

Grade 7/8 Teacher Steven Bryk 1840 

Prep Time Teacher Laura Lee 1834 

Special Ed. Teacher Margaret Cunningham 1830 

French Teacher Paul Bachmeier 1826 

Speech Assistant/EA Deanna McInnis-Goranson  

Library Assistant/EA Allison Durand 1825 

Educational Assistants Marianne Caldwell  

 Audrey Gouliquer  

 Kim Kaus  

 Lorraine Miller  

Head Custodian Tim Armstrong 1823 

Custodian Christine Modeland  

Custodian Edna Groulx  

If you wish to reach a classroom Teacher or another staff member you 
can dial 597-2633 and enter the extension number listed  

Calling All Parents! 

St. Patrick’s School 

has openings for 

parents to serve on 

School Council. If 

you are interested 

please call the 

school at 597-2633 

September 25th 

6:00 to 7:30 pm 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjK8aD3kOvVAhVq2oMKHZqXCc0QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fexplore%2Fpage-borders%2F&psig=AFQjCNGoqjuLNKhnabgeBEh1TIwwqazwKA&ust=1503501292063516


JK/SK REGISTRATION  

It’s never too late to register at 

St. Patrick’s School for Junior or 

Senior Kindergarten. We       

encourage all interested families 

to consider the benefits of a 

Catholic   education. We offer a 

welcoming, safe and secure learning environment for 

our children. We kindly     encourage you to speak to 

your family and friends and share with them the 

strength of a Catholic school    education. Please feel 

free to stop in during office hours - 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 

p.m.  

Electronics: 

Please ensure that 

your son/daughter 

keeps their electronic devices 

(phones, iPads, iPods, etc.) in their back pack during 

the school day. 

LEAVING MESSAGES FOR STUDENTS 

Learning time is valuable!  Please be reminded that any  

interruption to the classroom affects everyone.  When you 

call to leave a message for your child, it will be delivered to 

them during a break in their instructional time.   

Please ensure you send notes with your child in the morning 

to advise his/her classroom teacher of any changes to    

normal routines (bussing and pickup information).  Of 

course the exception to this rule would be in an emergency 

situation.   

 Lunches or other forgotten items may be dropped off at the 

office and will be delivered to your child during break times.  

If your child is being picked up or needs to be seen for any 

other reason, please wait in the office and your child will be 

brought down to see you. 

Thank you for your cooperation in limiting the number of 

interruptions to you child’s learning.  

MEDICATION  
The school cannot administer ANY medication to a student without a 

signed release form from the parents/guardians AND a doctor’s signature. 

NEW FORMS MUST BE FILLED OUT EACH YEAR. Please check to see if the 

medication must be given during school hours. In many cases there are 

alternatives to having school staff do the administering. Any costs related 

to having a medical official sign the forms will be borne by the parents/

guardians. If your child needs to be given medication, prescribed or other-

wise, please contact the school. DO NOT SEND THE MEDICATION WITH 

YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL until required forms have been completed.  

Medication must be in its ORIGINAL container from the pharmacy. A copy 

of this policy is available at the school.  

According to our Board policy H-16, all students who have an anaphylactic 

allergy must wear an epi-pen at all times. As well, we require a second epi-

pen to be stored in the office.  

Head Lice Prevention  

Head lice are parasites that are found on human 

heads and can be spread by personal contact or 

the sharing of combs, brushes, caps, and other 

clothing. Please remind your child to not share 

these items and please check your child’s head 

regularly. 

Eye See…. Eye Learn                                                
Eye See…Eye Learn® provides comprehensive eye exams by local Doctors of Optom-

etry to junior kindergarten students in participating school regions. The eye exams 

are covered under provincial health insurance (or OHIP) when you show your child’s 

health card. This means that there is no out-of-pocket cost for the eye exam. If the 

child requires a pair of glasses, they will receive a free pair donated by Nikon 

Lenswear, OGI and your participating Doctor of Optometry. The value of the glasses 

is estimated over $250. The Eye See...Eye Learn® program was developed to raise 

awareness among parents of the importance of having their children's eyes checked 

when starting school. Each year, thousands of children start school without ever 

having an eye exam. Children who cannot see the board, focus on a picture or fol-

low words in a book may struggle to achieve their full learning potential. Vision 

problems can also impact their hand-eye coordination for physical activities and 

even impact their social development. In fact, 80 per cent of learning comes directly 

through vision. The Ontario Association of Optometrists (OAO) recognizes the im-

portant link between eye health and learning, and recommends comprehensive eye 

examinations for all children entering kindergarten. The Eye See...Eye Learn® pro-

gram will help make sure our kindergarten students get the best start to learning. 

The program is funded in part by the Government of Ontario. Website:  

http://www.optom.on.ca/OAO/ESEL/AboutESEL.aspx  



Daily Schedule  

8:55 Entry Bell  

10:35 - 10:50 AM Recess  

11:50 - 12:10 Lunch Break  

12:10 - 12:30 Lunch Recess  

1:50 - 2:05 PM Recess  

3:05 Dismissal  

 

 

IMPORTANT Safe Welcome Information  

The safety of all of our students is of the highest priority to each of us at St. 

Patrick’s School and all staff work diligently to ensure that our Safe Welcome 

is followed by all parents and visitors.  

In order to ensure that all students are fully supervised by our staff, we 

request that in the mornings, all students are to be dropped off and     

remain in the school yard until the bell rings.  

Playground Supervision begins at 8:25 am.  Please do not send your 

child before this time. 

Parents are also reminded that instructional time at St. Patrick’s School does 

not end until 3:05 pm and that dismissal takes place after that time. Please 

do not leave with your child until after they are dismissed. ALL instructional 

time and classroom routines are critical to a child’s learning, each and every 

day.  

Breakfast Program is offered 

daily at 8:55.  Having a healthy 

start  aids in every child’s 

learning! 

 

Hot Lunch will be available for purchase every 

Thursday. Check the calendar each month to 

see what is on the menu!  


